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436 S. Rock Blvd.,  
Sparks, NV 89431 
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9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
24 Hour Answering Service:  

(775) 355-1151 Fax: (775) 355-1560 
EMAIL: officemanager@nnig.org 

Web Site/Meeting Schedule: nnig.org 
The Bracer:  nnigbracer@gmail.com 

 
GENERAL WARRANTIES OF THE NORTHERN NEVADA 

INTERGROUP ASSOCIATION OF ALCOHOLICS 

ANONYMOUS 
 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the 
spirit of AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup 
Association never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; 
that sufficient operating funds, plus a reserve be its prudent 
financial principal; that none of the Intergroup Association 
members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified 
authority over any of the others; that all important decision be 
reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that 
though the Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA 
Groups in the Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern 
California, it shall never perform any acts of government; and 
that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Intergroup 
Association itself will always remain democratic in thought and 
action. 
 
(The above is adapted and modified from “The AA Service Manual”, and 
AA Co-Founder Bill W’s. Twelve Concepts for World Service; Concept XII, 
as adopted by the General Service Conference on April 26, 1962. This 
adaptation of copyrighted AA material has been approved by the General 
Service Board) 
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Northern Nevada InterGroup

This month’s Bracer is in dedication to Joyce Y. 
OK, the date is June the 29th, 2023. Would you 
please introduce yourself? 
I'm Joyce and I'm an alcoholic.       
Would you like to share with us your sobriety date? 
My sobriety date is August 27th, 1969. 
Do you have a Home Group? 
 I do. It's the ALOHA. A lot of Happy Alcoholics. It 
meets seven days a week at noon at the Triangle 
Club. 
Where did you get sober at? 
I got sober in Syracuse, KS on August the 27th, 1969. 
What brought you in? And what were your first 
impressions? 
I don't know what brought me in. I've been told that I 
had been drunk on the streets. I didn't know that I 
drank before I came to A.A. I asked what was I  doing 
there.                                     
 What was your impressions?                                                                                                                                        
I had known about A.A. since I was 14. We used to 
hold meetings in our house, but not for me. My first 
impression of coming to out of a blackout during a 
meeting and thinking what in the world just 
happened when they got up, held hands and said 
the Lord's Prayer.  
Did you think they were praying for you? 
I thought the only other place I heard the Lord's 
Prayer was at church. and so that was the Lord's 
Prayer. I didn't think anything about who they were 
praying for.  
What are some of the things that you heard when 
you first came in that have stuck with you? 
The greatest thing I heard was keep coming back. I 
like it also not just for newcomers, but for old timers. 
They are still my three favorite words  
      Continued page 8 
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Service 
Concept ONE 

“Final responsibility and 
ultimate authority for A.A. 

world services should 
always reside in the 

collective conscience of 
our whole fellowship.” 

Unity 
Tradition ONE: 

“Our common 
welfare should 

come first; personal 
recovery depends 
upon A.A. unity.” 

     Recovery 
Step : ONE 

“We admitted we were 
powerless over alcohol 

– that our lives have 
become 

unmanageable .” 
 

 

 

Concept One: Concept I - Responsibility and Authority for  
A.A. World Services Resides in the  
Collective Conscience of A.A. as a Whole.   
I knew early on that there was something more to AA than my home group, and 
saw that I wanted to be a part of that.  I was fortunate to meet a special AA 
member who introduced me to the study of the Twelve Traditions which further 
broadened my view of AA.  This person became my Service Sponsor, and we sat 
down together to also study AA's Twelve Concepts. I had been aware of the 
Concepts, but I had no idea about what they were or why we had them.   
Concept One introduces AA World Services, something I didn't even know existed.  
I suspected that the important AA business was taken care of by the big shots like 
Bill and Dr. Bob as well as the professional folks in the office in New York who 
sent us orders telling our group what to do and how to do it. My thinking was not 
completely wrong.  For the first several years, responsibility and authority for all 
of AA did rest on the shoulders of our founders. By 1950, however, it became 
apparent that services such as producing uniform literature, developing public 
information resources, publishing books, and answering calls for help could no 
longer be handled by the founders alone. A serious decline in Dr. Bob's health 
was a major factor leading to this realization.  Also, AA had expanded 
geographically and had grown in membership by large numbers. 
Many early members felt that AA's future was guaranteed under the protection 
of God.  But, after much discussion, there came a realization that a practical 
operational structure was needed. The first step was to create a group of AA 
members who, along with and non-alcoholic professionals, would take on 
responsibility for an orderly AA growth.  This group, known early as the 
trusteeship, has now become the AA General Service Board.   
Bill also saw that only a representative conference would be appropriate as a 
replacement for himself and Dr. Bob.  The way to protect AA's future was to be 
found in the "collective conscience" of the Fellowship as a whole.  Bill 
acknowledges that it is difficult to imagine how such a collective responsibility 
might be achieved among such widely scattered AA groups.  His solution is in 
what we now know as the AA General Service Conference.  Delegates to this 
Conference represent geographic Areas of the U.S. and Canada, elected by the 
individual groups through their elected General Service Representatives, District 
Committee members and other trusted servants. 
The Conference operates in service to groups and members rather than as a 
governing body. Concept One draws heavily on Tradition Two for its spiritual 
foundation, reminding us that God is our ultimate authority and that AA leaders 
serve rather than govern. In this way, Concept One along with Tradition Two 
provides the spiritual foundation for all of our Fellowship. Bill has described AA as 
a spiritualized society characterized by enough enlightenment, enough 
responsibility, and enough love to ensure that it will work under all conditions.  
Concepts Two through Twelve follow to develop more detail about how our AA 
service structure works.   
 
This is a 12-part series written by members of the 12 Concepts Study Group in Reno, Nevada.  Efforts were made to use simple, everyday 
language.  Each concept is written by an individual member of the group and is not necessarily the opinion of AA as a whole or 
NNIG.  We hope this series will help our community to understand the Concepts and bring interest to those wanting to know more about 
them.  Revised May, 2017. 
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EVENTS HOSTED BY NORTHERN NEVADA  
INTERGROUP TO SUPPORT CENTRAL OFFICE & INTERGROUP 

N N I G  & AREA EVENTS 

The Bracer is a monthly publication intended for members of 
Alcoholics Anonymous and their families only.  It is about, by and for 

members of the fellowship.  Opinions expressed herein are not 
necessarily those of A.A. as a whole or NNIG.  For article submissions 

or comments, email the Editor at nnigbracer@gmail.com 
Deadline for submission is the last Friday of the month. 

 

OTHER A.A. EVENTS 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com


MEETINGS AND MORE  

 

For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

Saturday Night 

1631 Esmeralda 

Central office report from  
Ronda H. December, 2025 
AAWS is raising the book prices by $3 on ALL books and a 15% 
increase on all other merchandise. Due to this increase we 
are trying to stock up and delay our price increase till June.  
Please come and support your Central office and the AA 
events going on in our area. 
The office is for every member , if anyone needs anything to 
get 12 step work done and the office can help in some way, 
please let us know. 
Volunteer Hours: 117 hrs. 
Calls into Central Office:134  

• Calls for AA help - 3 

• Calls for Alanon/Alateen - 2 

• Meeting information - 39 

• Retail / merchandise - 11 

• Other 12-step programs -1 

• Events – 14 

• New to AA/ Talked with - 4 

• Business/Central office- 60 

• Visitors – 327   -Dogs- 6 

Texts – 2  Phone calls on the text Phone- 2 
Ronda H. 

Central Office Manager 

 

Baggers 

 

Five N Live 
Saturday 5:15 PM  

Alano Club 
680 River St. 

Elko, NV 

Southside 
Monday-Friday 

Noon 
780 Del Monte 

Ln, Reno NV 
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N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE 
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 6:30 PM 

3835 Lakeside Dr. Reno NV 89509 or virtually 

ID: 831 8146 4811 PW: ZoomAA1 

N.N.I.G. MONTHLY  

SPEAKER MEETING 
7:00 PM Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

2nd Saturday of the month 

N.N.I.G. H&I 
Call Central Office 

775-355-1511 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 

 

District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2  2nd Thursday of each month, 6:30 Central Office 

DISTRICT 4   Fourth Thursday of every other even month,  
                   6:00 pm  

Central Office OR Zoom ID: 819 5830 2884                          
PW: bestdamnd4 

DISTRICT 6   2nd Sunday of even numbered months- 

For information email 
district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months  

Call  (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM  

   680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Dark since 2017 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM- 457 
Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3rd Wed of each “Odd” month at 6:00 PM -265 
Bear Street in Kings Beach CA                     

DISTRICT 16  Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month 424 
Greenbrae Blvd 6:45PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20  Third Saturday of Jan, Mar, May, Aug & Oct 
10:30 AM- Contact DCM @ 
district20@nevadaarea42.org for location 

DISTRICT 22 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month 6:30 PM @ 
Central Office 

 

I admit I am powerless. I admit that my life is 
unmanageable when I try to control it. Help me 

this day to understand the true meaning of 
powerlessness. Remove from me all of my 

denial. 

 
CENTRAL OFFICE 

IS OPEN ON SATURDAY 
FROM 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM! 

STOP IN FOR A CUP OF COFFEE 
AND FELLOWSHIP! 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
mailto:district20@nevadaarea42.org
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BLAST from the Past 
This is a copy from Bracer 2000 , this gives a little more history about the Central Office 

p.7 



So as a side question, have you always 
stayed involved with Alcoholics 
Anonymous? 

No, I have not because I started doing 
some step work that started revealing 
things that needed outside professionals. 
I got referred to some outside help. And 
for about 13 years, I was working on 
damage that was done to me in a mental 
hospital. When I was 43 years sober. I got 
active again, and I've been up to my 
eyebrows in service and fellowship. Most 
of my world is A.A. by my choice.  
So your life changed when you were 
quite young, when you got sober. 
I was 27 years old. 
You’ve been sober a long time  
Well, I'll be 54 years sober on August 27th. 
What have been the hardest and the 
easiest things you've had to do with the 
program of Alcoholics Anonymous?                                                                                                                                                                     
If I could roll back time, I would do service 
different. I was so gung-ho in service, 
starting groups, starting conferences. I 
forgot that the third step prayer says I 
offer myself to thee to build with me and 
then do with me. I did a lot of doing 
before I was built. Today I check in with 
my higher power to see if my idea is a 
good one. Should I take a new sponcee? 
Should I help on this committee? I run 
everything by the higher power, and my 
sponsor. Otherwise, I'm just dumping a 
lot of garbage around and creating 
wreckage.  
What has changed in A.A.?  
AA basically has not changed. It still takes 
being willing, it takes practicing  
principles. It's simple, I often say a 4th 
grader could stay sober in A.A. with the 
simplicity of it. The thing I've balked the 
most about was technology. I voted 
against it. Today I don't know how we 
would do without it.  
 
 

 What has been your favorite service 
that you've done in A.A.? 
General service. I've served in every 
position I've ever wanted.  I've found my 
strengths and I can accept those too. I 
still love general service.  I think each 
group is only as strong as the people who 
are serving it, serve the best in the 
position we're in. If I was making coffee, 
I'd want to make the best coffee. 
Elder State statesman or bleeding 
Deacon. 
I can be a bleeding Deacon for a while 
with a new idea, but I quickly default to 
my program. I think overall I'm an elder 
statesman. The group conscience is what 
turns me from a bleeding deacon into an 
elder statesman. 
Do you have any final thoughts? 
Thank you, Ronda, for doing this, I think 
you're preserving our local history. I look 
back and I read Doctor Bob and the Good 
Old Timers and AA Comes of Age and 
realize if somebody hadn't written it 
down, we wouldn’t have our history 
available to us today. I believe you're 
doing the same thing.  
That's my final thought. 
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RULE 62 

A girl working with her sponsor asked 

"Where can I read about my sex 

problems?" 

 

Sponsor said, "That's covered on page 69." 

 

Later at home the page number got 

jumbled as she tried to remember and she 

turned to page 96 for her sex problems. 

 

"Do not be discouraged if your prospect 

does not respond at once. Search out 

another alcoholic and try again. You are 

sure to find someone desperate enough to 

accept with eagerness what you offer. We 

find it a waste of time to keep chasing a 

man who cannot or will not work with 

you." 

An alcoholic is driving home from the bar 
at 3am totally annihilated. He’s swerving 

between lanes and gets spotted by a 
patrol officer who then pulls him over. The 

cop asks the inebriated man where he’s 
headed at such a late hour. The drunk 

replies “I’m just going to a lecture, 
officer.” In disbelief the officer asks “Who 

would be giving a lecture this late?” 
 

The alcoholic replies, “My wife.” 

An alcoholic can be in 
the gutter and still look 

down on people. 

Christopher Columbus must 
have been an alcoholic; 
 
He didn't know where he 
was going 
 
He didn't know where he 
was when he got there 
 
He talked a woman into 
paying for it 

When I first joined AA, 
I had to always be right. Now as an 

old-timer with almost 50 years sober, 
I try to be usually right with plausible 

excuses. 

Two lushes, Albert and Sam, are 

sitting in a bar. 

Sam: “Hey Albert, after you drink, 

does your tongue burn?” 

Albert, after a moment’s thought: 

“I don’t know, Sam, I’ve never tried 

to light it.” 
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