
 
  

 
 
   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
436 S. Rock Blvd.,  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Monday thru Friday  
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
24 Hour Answering Service:  

(775) 355-1151 Fax: (775) 355-1560 
EMAIL: officemanager@nnig.org 

Web Site/Meeting Schedule: nnig.org 
The Bracer:  nnigbracer@gmail.com 

 

GENERAL WARRANTIES OF THE NORTHERN NEVADA 

INTERGROUP ASSOCIATION OF ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the 
spirit of AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup 
Association never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; 
that sufficient operating funds, plus a reserve be its prudent 
financial principal; that none of the Intergroup Association 
members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified 
authority over any of the others; that all important decision be 
reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that 
though the Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA 
Groups in the Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern 
California, it shall never perform any acts of government; and 
that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Intergroup 
Association itself will always remain democratic in thought and 
action. 
 
(The above is adapted and modified from “The AA Service Manual”, and 
AA Co-Founder Bill W’s. Twelve Concepts for World Service; Concept XII, 
as adopted by the General Service Conference on April 26, 1962. This 
adaptation of copyrighted AA material has been approved by the General 
Service Board) 
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January 18, 2025 
Hunter 

Host group – Not a Glum Lot 
Speaker at 7:00 

  

NORTHERN NEVADA INTERGROUP 
The Wonder of It 
BY: DR. D. G. M. | MONTREAL, QUEBEC 
He was a physician who could not heal himself. . . . Then he 

found AA 

I AM A doctor of medicine, an alcoholic, and a member of AA. I 

was unable to achieve sobriety until I found AA, and only then 

could I practice medicine with contentment and some small 

success. Certainly, as a physician I was unable to heal myself, and 

the various orthodox medical approaches to the problem of 

alcoholism were destined to fail in my case, or I failed to respond 

to them to overcome my compulsion and get better. 

So I became more and more despondent, and deep in my heart I 

thought that nothing could help me. The attempts of kind 

colleagues were very sincere and painstaking, and I think my 

search for help from them was sincere, too. But somehow we did 

not achieve what I needed. The emphasis seemed to be wrongly 

placed, and the search for how to drink like a gentleman and not 

behave like an alcoholic continued on its now well-recognized 

course. I was full of resentment and anger, and it seemed to me to 

be very peculiar that no one could cope with this strange disorder, 

especially as I possessed, in my opinion, such sterling qualities 

and had so many attributes of excellence. 

The medicine I practiced, I'm afraid, was not of a very good 

quality. Like most of my kind, I am conscientious and want to do 

the right thing, but this became more and more difficult because 

of the characteristics of the practicing alcoholic. To begin with, 

my health was indifferent; I suffered from sinus trouble, 

gastroenteritis, nausea, and quite frequent attacks of "the bug that 

is going around," so that my performance lacked regularity and 

reliability. Also, the lack of faith in me that this unreliability 

caused in those who knew me best made me harbor a bitter and 

burning resentment, so that I became convinced that there was 

almost a conspiracy against me. 
                                                                                  Continue p. 8 
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For the individual to recover, the group and the 

Fellowship must stick together. We of A.A. need each 

other to stay sober. Our individual sobriety depends on 

the group, and the group depends on us. Focusing on 

what’s best for the group and the Fellowship as a whole, 

we experience the safety, security and unity that comes 

with being one voice among many. Without unity, the 

heart of A.A. would cease to beat and we would be left 

in loneliness once more. 
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The Bracer is a monthly publication intended for members of Alcoholics Anonymous and 
their families only.  It is about, by and for members of the fellowship.  Opinions 

expressed herein are not necessarily those of A.A. as a whole or NNIG.  For article 
submissions or comments, email the Editor at nnigbracer@gmail.com 

Deadline for submission is the last Friday of the month. 
 

Service 
Concept One: 

 
“Final responsibility and 

ultimate authority for A.A. 
world services should always 

reside in the collective 
conscience of our whole 

Fellowship.” 

Unity 
Tradition One: 

“Our common welfare 
should come first; personal 
recovery depends upon A.A. 

unity.” 

 Recovery 
Step One: 

“We admitted we were 
powerless over  

alcohol – that our lives had 
becomes unmanageable.” 

 

 
 

Reprinted from The Twelve Tradition Illustrated  

and Experience has Taught Us with permission of 

A.A. World Services 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com
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EVENTS HOSTED BY NORTHERN NEVADA  
INTERGROUP TO SUPPORT CENTRAL OFFICE 

OTHER AREA EVENTS 

N N I G  & AREA EVENTS 

Lost 
- Rod G., Turtleford, 

Saskatchewan, Canada 
Alone in the world, 
lost within myself. 
There was something missing, 
could it be myself? 

Was there something wrong,  
was I alright? 
Couldn’t figure it out, 
so full of fear, so full of fright. 

To heck with it for now, 
I’ll deal with it later. 
But the time never came, 
it was never sooner, always later. 

My world came crashing down  
and drove me into my Hell. 
How could I get out, 
I could not tell. 

Pushed towards A.A., 
I needed quite a shove. 
Me asking for help 
from the “Power” above. 

Enter into the room 
and what do I see? 
Old buddies, new friends 
that welcome me. 

Understanding, patience 
and love was there too, 
I have finally found myself  
in the group of you. 
 

Thank you, A.A. 
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For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

Saturday Night 

1631 Esmeralda 

Central office report from  
Ronda H. January 2025 
The book of the month is “As Bill Sees It” 

$2 OFF Get yours while supplies last! Pamphlet 

is “Women in A.A.” $0.45. Sign up for The 

Blast, email of what’s happening in our local 

AA. Fellowship. Email officemanager@nnig.org 

to be added to this once-a-month email. 
Volunteer Hours:  95.75 
Calls into Central Office: 128 

• Calls for AA help - 6 

• Calls for Alanon/Alateen - 6 

• Meeting information - 18 

• Retail / merchandise - 12 

• Other 12-step programs - 4 

• Events – 9 

• New to AA/ Talked with - 7 

• Business/Central office- 45 

• Visitors – 239 -Dogs- 1 

Texts – 10  

 Phone calls on the text Phone-6 
Ronda H. 

Central Office Manager 

 

Baggers 

 

Five N Live 
Saturday 5:15 PM  

Alano Club 
680 River St. 

Elko, NV 

After-Shifters 
Alano Club 

180 E William 
St.#5 

Carson City, NV 

As Bill Sees It 

$2 OFF 

mailto:officemanager@nnig.org
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N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE 
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 6:30 PM 

Alano Club, 1640 Prater Way, Sparks 

N.N.I.G. MONTHLY  

SPEAKER MEETING 
7:00 PM Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

2nd Saturday of the month 

N.N.I.G. H&I 
Call Central Office 

775-355-1511 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Alano Club Sparks, 1640 Prater Way (775) 359-2727 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 

 

District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2  2nd Thursday of each month, 6:30 Central Office 

DISTRICT 4   First Thursday of each month, 6:00 pm  

Triangle Club OR Zoom ID: 916 3107 1014                          
PW: bestdamnd4 

DISTRICT 6   2nd Sunday of even numbered months- 

For information email 
district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months  

Call  (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM  

   680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Dark since 2017 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM- 457 
Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3rd Wed of each “Odd” month at 6:00 PM -265 
Bear Street in Kings Beach CA                     

DISTRICT 16  Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Sparks Family Christian Church 510 Greenbrae 
Blvd 6:00PM-7:00PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20  Third Saturday of Jan, Mar, May, Aug & Oct 
10:30 AM- Contact DCM @ 
district20@nevadaarea42.org for location 

DISTRICT 22 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month 6:30 PM @ 
Central Office 

 

I admit I am powerless. I admit that my life 
is unmanageable when I try to control it. 
Help me this day to understand the true 
meaning of powerlessness. Remove from 

me all of my denial. 

 
CENTRAL OFFICE 

IS OPEN ON SATURDAY 
FROM 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM! 

STOP IN FOR A CUP OF COFFEE 
AND FELLOWSHIP! 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
mailto:district20@nevadaarea42.org
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The Twelve Concepts of AA: a Beginner's Guide 
By: Boyce B. | Brooklyn, New York 
Understanding AA's Third Legacy 
  The Twelve Concepts of AA were a mystery to 
me for a long time in recovery. They were not a very 
compelling mystery since they were seldom referred to 
at meetings I attended. An oversimplified notion of 
service was part of my early training in sobriety; 
concepts of world service that provide principles like 
"the right of decision," the importance of hearing 
minority opinions, and "the right of appeal" were not 
brought to my attention. Only gradually did I notice 
how the third side of the triangle of recovery, unity, and 
service was overlooked. 
               It is not surprising that I have been a slow 
learner in recovery. Even those window shades with 
AA's Steps and Traditions were off-putting to me at my 
first meetings. This drunk had eschewed belief systems 
any more subtle than the Ten Commandments. I was 
raised in a nonreligious household and developed a 
strong sense of self-sufficiency and independence. So, it 
was not surprising then that, for me, a practical sense of 
what produces instant gratification provided a system 
adequate for living. Or so it seemed, for a couple of 
decades of serious drinking. 
               Full of negative attitudes, distorted instincts, 
distrust, superstitions, and low self-esteem doing nearly 
constant battle with inflated self-worth, I was primed 
for a harsh bottoming out from years of daily drinking. 
Fortunately, my resistance to help had only a few days 
to fortify itself before I was dragged to my first meeting. 
As I sat there quaking in dread and confusion, listening 
to three speakers share their stories, one after another, 
of how it was, what happened, and what it was like 
now, I underwent a spiritual transformation. Hope was 
instilled where before there had been only an empty 
place deep within. By the end of the meeting, the 
outlines on the window shade, the brightly-lit room, 
and the many strangers were no longer threatening. 
They held the promise of support in whatever might lie 
ahead. They held the promise of recovery. 
              In the next few weeks, while coming out of the 
fog of long-term addiction, I heard many speakers tell 
of recovery in the narrative of their stories. When I 
heard reference made to Steps as they were 
functioning in sober living, I would look at the shade to 
ponder the spiritual principles involved. Soon I was 
familiar with the phrase "these are the Steps we took to 
recover" and I looked at recent experience to see if the 
Step referred to was working yet in my new life. Often it 
was and I came to know the Steps of recovery. 
              Now and then, in the first few years of attending 
meetings, I found myself in a meeting whose focus was 
not on recovery but concerned with matters of running 
the meeting, housekeeping, and all sorts of details that 
evoked discussions--sometimes heated. There had 
been ample opportunity to notice that those who 
attended meetings had little in common other than 
their addiction to alcohol and a desire not to drink by 
sharing experience, strength, and hope. With such 
incredible racial, educational, ethnic, and cultural 
diversity, not to mention the variety of temperaments 
and individual neuroses, we should never have been 
able to sit together and peacefully mediate so broad a  
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range of opinions as we brought to bear on each topic 
on the agenda. And yet, at each of these meetings, a 
group conscience emerged that addressed our 
common welfare. When the meeting would come to 
logger-heads, someone with experience would focus 
attention on the Tradition whose principles applied to 
the matter at hand. I came to see that when two or 
more people were involved and affected, AA has 
Traditions of unity. 
           From my first encounter with AA, I was 
encouraged to pick up after myself and to assist in 
making the meetings possible. It was the rare meeting 
that had hired help, so it was essential that each 
member contribute service to ensure the smooth 
running of the meeting. And as I gained familiarity with 
the Steps of recovery, the principle of carrying the 
message and, eventually, of the many ways of doing 
this in a spirit of anonymity, became an important 
service that enriched and insured my own sobriety. 
           Since volunteer service had not been a part of my 
life in active alcoholism, chairing meetings, answering 
telephones at our Intergroup office, and keeping 
commitments to go outside of AA to do public 
information speaking when asked--these were a major 
change in my priorities and provided important 
exercises in character building. I was beginning to 
understand AA's third legacy of service. 
            Not until I was sober for a decade, with 
considerable experience in AA service, did I become 
General Service Representative (GSR) for my home 
group. It was then that I began to notice the Twelve 
Concepts for World Service. If the Steps and Traditions 
had been off-putting to me when I was first sober, the 
Concepts were doubly so now. The spiritual principles 
that I saw embodied in them were familiar and to some 
degree already functioning in my sobriety. It was the 
formal, business-like sound of them that seemed to 
place them outside of day-to-day sober living. Bill W. 
wrote them out of his long experience as an analyst of 
business structures and his nearly twenty-five years of 
involvement in various capacities with the running of 
the corporate structure of AA. Then in 1962, the General 
Service Conference accepted the Concepts as part of 
the Third Legacy of Service. But AA as a whole has 
never really gotten that message. While recovery and 
unity are conscious elements in the process of living 
sober, the Concepts remain the domain of trusted 
servants in the general service structure. Many 
members, however, are curious about this important 
omission and are ready to add this leg of the triangle to 
their program. Although Bill entitled his 
writings Twelve Concepts for World Service, many of us 
have found the Concepts essential in our service 
activities whether we think them world in scale or not. 
            Concept I contains the notion of the collective 
conscience of our Fellowship to augment our group 
conscience and our common welfare. These are 
essential to assuming final responsibility for and 
ultimate authority in making support available to 
groups through publishing and other services 
necessary to passing our message on. 
            In Concept II, we AAs entrust the actual voice and 
effective conscience of our whole society to the General 
Service Conference through our elected area delegates. 



The traditional right of decision is outlined in Concept 
III as a spiritual principle to assume the means of 
creating and maintaining a working relationship 
amongst us members. We cannot force anyone to 
participate actively in the decision-making process, but 
the right must be there or we fail to work together. This 
right of participation assumes that minority opinions 
are heard and considered, that a majority will not 
dictate decisions, and that voting blocks will be 
discouraged. And when all is said and done, the right of 
appeal, as described in Concept V, ought to prevail with 
personal grievances carefully considered. 
          Concepts VI through VIII describe the corporate 
structure and relationship amongst the Trustees, the 
General Service Board, and the General Service 
Conference, which should operate in such a way that 
the business of AA and the spirit-led work of our 
members inform one another at each step of any 
activity of our Society. 
           In a fellowship that has an actual spirit of 
democracy, where all members are peers, and there is 
no authority, Concept IX reminds us of the necessity of 
good service leadership at all levels. Our sound and 
appropriate ways of choosing leaders and adhering to 
timely rotation have served us well. 
           Concept X challenges our ability to match service 
responsibility with equal authority so that a trusted 
servant can fulfill the well-defined tasks expected of 
that member. It is always important to carefully select 
members of committees, elected officers, or any other 
doing the work of AA so that we have the best qualified. 
          Our Twelfth Step speaks of practicing these 
principles in all our affairs while our Twelfth Tradition 
reminds us to place principles before personalities. In 
the one case, the principles referred to are those of 
recovery as outlined in the Steps; in the other the 
principles of unity, as presented in the Traditions. Yet, in 
pondering both practicing the principles and principles 
before personalities, there emerges a further set that 
are outlined in Concept XII in the very specific form 
referred to as warranties. They have proved to be spirit-
inspired standards that are evident in most service 
activities in the Fellowship. We should maintain the 
spirit of AA tradition: by avoiding the concentration of 
perilous wealth or power; by maintaining sufficient 
operating funds and prudent reserves; by declining to 
create positions of unqualified authority over others; by 
reaching decisions through discussion, vote, and 
substantial unanimity; by refusing to engage in 
personal punishment or incitement to personal 
controversy; by avoiding acts of government; by always 
remaining democratic in thought and action. 
            As symbolized by the triangle in the circle of 
Fellowship, the gifts bestowed on us recovering 
alcoholics known as the three Legacies--the Steps 
of recovery, the Traditions of unity and the Concepts 
of service--have proved to be invaluable. For these I'm 
grateful. 
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It was at this point that contact was made with AA 

and a member came to visit me. Between my asking 

for him and his actually turning up, my health had 

improved greatly, so that when I did see him I 

prepared to give him the benefit of a medical man's 

opinion on alcoholism--professional, psychological, 

and metaphysical. I thought how lucky he was, as a 

member of the Fellowship that I had heard about, to 

be able to have an opportunity to learn from so wise 

a person as myself. I was sure he would not mind 

my taking a beer while I talked, since I had had 

nothing all day and he would, of course, not realize 

that the beer was spiked. 

So, seated in my armchair, with my drink by my 

side, I prepared to deliver my lecture. It was to be 

amusing as well as instructive, since I was rather 

lonely and none of my immediate family or friends 

seemed interested in my theories. The man from 

AA stayed an almost insultingly short time, put on 

his coat, and prepared to leave. His last words were 

simplicity itself. He said, "If you ever decide you 

want to stop drinking, we will help you," and he 

vanished into the night, and I returned to my lonely 

reverie. 

That was all. I had to want to stop. That was the 

price, those were the terms. A week later I wanted 

to stop more than anything in the world, and I 

phoned again, full of sickness and fear. Back he 

came, this time to stay hour after weary hour, just so 

long as I continued to want to stop. The story from 

then on to our first meeting and its impact is the 

same as in other cases often told and, God willing, 

often still to be told. 

Now, a few years later, it all seems absurdly simple. 

You have to want this more than anything else--and 

it will come. It will do for you what it did for me, 

but only on those terms and at that price. Why and 

how it works do not really matter; the only 

important fact is that it does. Alcoholism is a 

destructive and evil thing, and the AA life for me is 

full of laughter and light. I hope we never learn how 

it really works. That would take away from the 

wonder of it all. 

 

 

Copyright© The AA Grapevine, Inc 1968 
Reprinted with permission 

Copyright© The AA Grapevine, Inc 2004 
Reprinted with permission 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RULE 62 

A man crawled out from under a pier 
once and staggered down the beach 
checking bottles for a drink...bottle 
after bottle turned up empty...finally 
he got one and pulled the plug and 
out popped a genie...the genie says, 
“Man,  
I have been in there 
3500 years, thanks 
 for letting me out,  
you now get two wishes.” 
 
“I want a bottle of wine  
that never runs dry 
proclaimed the man”. 
Poof! In his hands was the 
everlasting bottle of wine. 
He took a big slug and the bottle 
refilled itself. 
“Wow”, he said! 
“And the second wish”, asked the 
genie...... 
 
He thought for one moment and 
asked, 
“hey genie, you got another bottle of 
wine just like this one?” 
   
 Christopher Columbus  

must have been an alcoholic; 

He didn't know where  

he was going 

He didn't know where he was 

when he got there 

He talked a woman into  

paying for it. 

Yes, it is “5 o’clock 
somewhere”, but it also 

happens to be “7pm 
A.A. meeting in church 
basement somewhere”. 
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