
 
  

 
 
   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
436 S. Rock Blvd.,  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Monday thru Friday  
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
24 Hour Answering Service:  

(775) 355-1151 Fax: (775) 355-1560 
EMAIL: officemanager@nnig.org 

Web Site/Meeting Schedule: nnig.org 
The Bracer:  nnigbracer@gmail.com 

 

GENERAL WARRANTIES OF THE NORTHERN NEVADA 

INTERGROUP ASSOCIATION OF ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the 
spirit of AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup 
Association never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; 
that sufficient operating funds, plus a reserve be its prudent 
financial principal; that none of the Intergroup Association 
members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified 
authority over any of the others; that all important decision be 
reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that 
though the Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA 
Groups in the Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern 
California, it shall never perform any acts of government; and 
that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Intergroup 
Association itself will always remain democratic in thought and 
action. 
 
(The above is adapted and modified from “The AA Service Manual”, 
and AA Co-Founder Bill W’s. Twelve Concepts for World Service; 
Concept XII, as adopted by the General Service Conference on April 26, 
1962. This adaptation of copyrighted AA material has been approved 
by the General Service Board) 
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NORTHERN NEVADA INTERGROUP 
FEBRUARY 1953 

Tradition Ten 
BY: BILL W. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS HAS NO OPINION ON OUTSIDE 

ISSUES; HENCE THE AA NAME OUGHT NEVER BE DRAWN 

INTO PUBLIC CONTROVERSY. 

NEVER since it began has Alcoholics 
Anonymous been divided by a major controversial 
issue. Nor has our fellowship ever publicly taken 
sides on any question in an embattled world. This, 
however, has been no earned virtue. It could almost 
be said that we were born with it, for as one old-
timer recently declared, "Practically never have I 
heard a heated religious, political or reform 
argument among AA members. So long as we 
don't argue these matters privately, it's a cinch we 
never shall publicly." 

As by some deep instinct, we AAs have 
known from the very beginning that we must 
never, no matter what the provocation, publicly 
take sides in any fight, even a worthy one. All 
history affords us the spectacle of striving nations 
and groups finally torn asunder because they were 
designed for, or tempted into, controversy. Others 
fell apart because of sheer self-righteousness while 
trying to enforce upon the rest of mankind some 
millennium of their own specification. In our own 
times we have seen millions die in political and 
economic wars often spurred by religious and racial 
difference. We live in the imminent possibility of a 
fresh holocaust to determine how men shall be 
governed, and how the products of nature and toil 
shall be divided among them. That is the spiritual 
climate in which AA was born, and by God's grace 
has nevertheless flourished. 

Continued on page 7 
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The Bracer is a monthly publication intended for members of Alcoholics Anonymous and their families only.  It is about, by and for members 

of the fellowship.  Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of A.A. as a whole or NNIG.  For article submissions or comments, 
email the Editor at nnigbracer@gmail.com 

Deadline for submission is the last Friday of the month. 
 

 
Service 

Concept Ten: 
Every service responsibility 
should be matched by an 

equal service authority — the 
scope of such authority to be 
always well defined whether 
by tradition, by resolution, by 
specific job description or by 

appropriate charters and 
bylaws. 

Unity 
Tradition Ten: 

“Alcoholics Anonymous 
has no opinion on outside 

issues; hence the A.A. 
name ought never be 

drawn into public 
controversy” 

Recovery 
Step Ten: 

“Continued to take 
personal inventory 
and when we were 

wrong promptly 
admitted it.” 

 

Concept X 

Our service structure cannot function effectively and 
harmoniously unless, at every level, each operational 

responsibility is matched by a corresponding authority to 
discharge it. This requires that authority must be delegated at 

every level — and that the responsibility and authority of every 
entity are well defined and clearly understood. As we have seen 

(Concept I) “final responsibility and ultimate authority” reside 
with the A.A. groups, and they delegate this authority to the 

Conference (Concept II). The Conference, in turn, delegates to the 
General Service Board the authority to manage A.A.’s affairs 

(Concept VI) in its behalf. The board is in authority over its 
subsidiary operating corporations — A.A. World Services, Inc. and 

AA Grapevine, Inc. — but it delegates to the directors of those 
corporations the authority necessary to run these service entities. 

The directors are in authority over the executives of the 
corporations, but delegate to these officers the authority needed 

to carry out their administrative responsibilities. And finally, the 
executives delegate to the G.S.O. and Grapevine staff members 
and other employees the authority necessary to carry out their 

important service jobs.  
“It is perfectly clear,” says Bill, “that when delegated authority is 

operating well, it should not be constantly interfered with.” 
Otherwise, he warns, “those charged with operating responsibly 

will be demoralized.” For example, the General Service Board 
owns the two operating corporations  

and its authority over them  
is absolute. “Nevertheless, so  

long as things go well, it is highly  
important that the trustees do 

 not unnecessarily interfere with 
 or usurp the operating authority 

 of these entities.” “To sum up:  
Let us always be sure that  

there is an abundance of final or  
ultimate authority to correct 

 or to reorganize; but let us be  
equally sure that all of our trusted  

servants have a clearly defined and  
adequate authority 

 to do their daily work and 
to discharge their  

clear responsibilities.”  

 Reprinted from The Twelve Concepts for World Service illustrated, with 

permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.  You may see the whole pamphlet at 

AA.org or get one from NNIG Central Office. 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com
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INTERGROUP TO SUPPORT CENTRAL OFFICE 

OTHER AREA EVENTS 



MEETINGS AND MORE Page 4 

 

For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

45 S 

Susanville Ca 

Central office report from Ronda H. July 2023 
The book of the month is “As Bill See’s It” $2 

off. Pamphlet is “Young People in A.A.” $0.45.  

The Answering Service needs a couple of 4 hour 

shifts filled .Please call the office. There is 

always a need for 12-call people . Sign up for 

The Blast, email of what’s happening in our local 

AA. Fellowship. Email officemanager@nnig.org 

to be added to this once-a-month email. 
Volunteer Hours:  125 Hours 
Calls into Central Office: 134 

• Calls for AA help - 9 

• Calls for Alanon/Alateen - 1 

• Meeting information - 36 

• Retail / merchandise - 8 

• Other 12-step programs - 7 

• Events – 21 

• New to AA/ Talked with - 1 

• Business/Central office- 74 

• Visitors – 280  -Dogs- 4 
 

Ronda H. 

Central Office Manager 

 

Lone Pine 

Thursday 

183 N 
Jackson St. 

 

The BOOM BOOM 
Group 

Thursday 8:15 AM 
635 S. Wells Ave 

Reno NV 

PAMPHLET 
OF 

THE 
MONTH 

$.35 

Thursday 7Pm 
Alano Club 
1640 Prater 

Sparks NV

BOOK 
OF THE 
MONTH 
$2 OFF 

mailto:officemanager@nnig.org
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N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE 
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 6:30 PM 

Alano Club, 1640 Prater Way, Sparks 

N.N.I.G. MONTHLY  

SPEAKER MEETING 
7:00 PM Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

2nd Saturday of the month 

N.N.I.G. H&I 
Call Central Office 

775-355-1511 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Alano Club Sparks, 1640 Prater Way (775) 359-2727 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 

 

District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2  2nd Tuesday of each month, 6:30 Central Office 

Zoom # 91904741396 Password D2 

DISTRICT 4   First Thursday of each month, 6:00 pm  

Triangle Club OR Zoom ID: 916 3107 1014                          
PW: bestdamnd4 

DISTRICT 6   2nd Sunday of even numbered months- 

For information email 
district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months  

Call  (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM  

   680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Dark since 2017 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM- 457 
Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3rd Wed of each “Odd” month at 6:00 PM -265 
Bear Street in Kings Beach CA                     

DISTRICT 16  Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Sparks Family Christian Church 510 Greenbrae 
Blvd 6:00PM-7:00PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20  Third Saturday of Jan, Mar, May, Aug & Oct 
10:30 AM- Contact DCM @ 
district20@nevadaarea42.org for location 

DISTRICT 22 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month 6:30 PM @ 
Central Office 

 

10th STEP Prayer 
God, please help me watch for 

selfishness, dishonesty, 
resentment and fear. When 

these crop up in me, help me to 
immediately ask you to remove 

them from me and help me 
discuss these feelings with 

someone. 
 
 

 
CENTRAL OFFICE 

IS OPEN ON SATURDAY 
FROM 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM! 

STOP IN FOR A CUP OF COFFEE 
AND FELLOWSHIP! 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
mailto:district20@nevadaarea42.org
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TRADITION TEN CONTINUED  

Let us re-emphasize that this 
reluctance to fight each other or anybody 
else is not counted as some special virtue 
in which we feel superior to other people. 
Nor does it mean that the members of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, now restored as 
citizens of the world, are going to back 
away from their individual responsibilities 
to act as they see the right upon issues of 
our time. But when it comes to AA as a 
whole, that's quite a different matter. In 
this respect we do not enter into public 
controversy, because we know that our 
society will perish if it does. We conceive 
the survival and spread of Alcoholics 
Anonymous to be something of far 
greater importance than the weight we 
could collectively throw back of any other 
cause. Since recovery from alcoholism is 
life itself to us, it is imperative that we 
preserve in full strength our means of 
survival. 

Maybe this sounds as though the 
alcoholics in AA had suddenly gone 
peaceable, and become one great big 
happy family. Of course this isn't so at all. 
Human beings that we are, we squabble. 
Before we leveled off a bit, AA looked 
more like one prodigious squabble than 
anything else, at least on the surface. A 
corporation director who had just voted a 
company expenditure of a hundred 
thousand dollars would appear at an AA 
business meeting and blow his top over 
an outlay of twenty-five dollars' worth of 
needed postage stamps. Disliking the 
attempt of some to manage a group, half 
its membership might angrily rush off to 
form another group more to their liking. 
Elders, temporarily turned Pharisee, have 
hurled rocks. Bitter attacks have been 
directed against people suspected of 
mixed motives. Despite their din, our 
puny rows never did AA a particle of 
harm. They were just part and parcel of 
learning to work and live together. Let it 
be noted, too, that they were almost 

always concerned with how to make AA 
more effective, how to do the most good 
for the most alcoholics. 

The Washingtonian Society, a 
movement among alcoholics of a century 
ago, almost discovered the answer to 
alcoholism. At first the society was 
composed entirely of alcoholics trying to 
help each other. The early members 
foresaw that they should dedicate 
themselves to this sole aim. In many 
respects, the Washingtonians were akin 
to AA of today. Their membership passed 
the hundred-thousand mark. Had they 
been left to themselves, and had they 
stuck to their one goal, they might have 
found the rest of the answer. But this 
didn't happen. Instead, the 
Washingtonians permitted politicians 
and reformers, both alcoholic and non-
alcoholic, to use the society for their own 
purposes. Abolition of slavery, for 
example, was a stormy political issue 
then. Soon Washingtonian speakers 
violently and publicly took sides on this 
question. Maybe the society could have 
survived the Abolition controversy, but it 
didn't have a chance from the moment it 
determined to reform America's drinking 
habits. When the Washingtonians 
became crusaders, within a very few 
years they had completely lost their 
effectiveness in helping alcoholics. 
The lesson to be learned from the 
Washingtonians was not overlooked by 
Alcoholics Anonymous. As we surveyed 
the wreck of that movement, early AA 
members resolved to keep our society 
out of public controversy. Thus was laid 
the cornerstone for Tradition Ten: 
"Alcoholics Anonymous has no opinion 
on outside issues; hence the AA name 
ought never be drawn into public 
controversy." 

. 
  Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc, February 1953 

Reprinted with permission 

 
 



Thoughts on the Tenth Step 
BY: JEFF H. | COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 
For this AA, that was the Step that helped 
him become an adult 

The Tenth Step is the teen years of the 
Steps for me. This Step makes me start 
acting like an adult or make my amends. For 
me, it is about honesty, humility, courage and 
acceptance. 
Honesty is something I had to learn. I am still 
learning how to be completely honest. In 
"how it works," it talks a little about honesty. I 
needed to grasp and develop a manner of 
living that demands rigorous honesty. 

I learned how to look at my actions 
with honesty: Did I do my best? Were my 
actions based on fear, anger or love? Am I 
looking at my actions, and not just my 
intentions? Am I telling the whole story or 
just the parts I want others to hear? And at 
the end of the day, I ask myself: Did I do what 
I said I would do? 

Humility teaches me that there are 
other people here besides me. I'm not always 
first or last; sometimes others get the job, the 
girl, or whatever it is sometimes. 

With humility, I can learn what my 
strengths and weaknesses are and what I'm 
good at and what I need to work on. I'm no 
better or worse than anyone else. 

I've learned that there is no "us or 
them," nor "me or you." There is only "we." We 
are all just trying to get through this life as 
best we can. 

I have to remember to pray for 
courage to do the things I need to do and to 
do God's will. I need to pray for the courage 
to change my actions when I'm having 
problems with people, places and things. And 
courage to look at my part in a problem and 
make my amends. I ask for the courage to do 
the mundane things in life I need to do but 
don't want to. And the courage to do things 
to improve my life. Lastly, I pray for the 
courage to say I'm wrong. 

Acceptance has a big learning curve for me. I 
try not to waste so much time trying to 
changing things that aren't mine to change. 
Acceptance for me is that I'm the one who 
needs to change in accordance with people, 
places, and things. 

  Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc, September 2018 
Reprinted with permission 
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Interview with an alcoholic  
Please introduce yourself. 
My name is Barbara F. 
 
What is your sobriety date? 
February 7. 1974. 
 
What is your home group? 
Aloha Group at the Triangle.         
 
Where did you get sober at? 
 In LA.      
 
Briefly describe your drinking .   
I didn't drink that much. I was a medical 
assistant in school and a teacher saw that 
I was having a problem. And she put me in 
Friendly House, a woman's recovery home. 
And that's where I got started in the 
recovery home. 
 
 What were your first impressions of 
Alcoholics Anonymous? 
It was a new way of life for me. 
 
What did the long-timers tell you in the 
beginning? 
Keep coming back. 
 
What was the hardest suggestion for you to 
follow? 
Don't drink. Keep coming back and don't 
drink. 
 
How did you not drink when you wanted to 
drink?  
I went to A.A. meetings. 
 
What was the easiest suggestion for you to 
follow? 
Keep coming back. 
 
When did you come to Reno? 
My husband worked in Texas as a 
petrochemical designer and we would fly 
here from Texas to Reno and I had a 
timeshare. We would stay in the timeshare 
and we would drive to see our folks in 
California. 
We said when we retired, we're going to 
live here. He died in 2008 when he had 18 
years of sobriety.  



  
Did you meet him in A.A.? 
Yes, we used to go to a club in California, 
Long Beach and he was on one side of the 
room and I was on the other side of the 
room; next thing you know, we were 
together. We went to Australia and New 
Zealand and we got married in Australia. 
We always wanted to go to Australia and I 
said. Why don't we go and get married? So 
we contacted a justice of the peace in 
Australia and we were married by a justice 
of the Peace on a little golf course. 
 
Do you see a difference between A.A. in Reno 
and the other places that you've lived?                              
No. It's basically the same.   
         
What do you like to tell newcomers today? 
Keep coming back. 
 
Have you seen any changes in A.A.?  
It's been about the same, the messages 
keep coming back and your life will get 
better and mine has. 
This lady Barbara, was my sponsor at the 
time,  we would go up to a woman’s prison 
once a month and carry the message. 
Unfortunately Barbara went back out and 
they found her with a needle in her arm. I 
don't know if she ever made it back or not. 
But she was my first sponsor. 
 
Do you think that going into prison was 
helpful for you in your sobriety? 
Yeah, we would carry the message to 
them, they were all happy to see us. 
 
What's been your favorite service that you've 
done in Alcoholics Anonymous?                                           
The prison.                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Do you have any final thoughts? 
I love A.A. It has been my life. February 7th 
I will have 50 years. 
I probably wouldn't be alive today. I had 
drank a bottle of Brandy. That was my last 
drink and I was knocked out on the floor 
and my mom found me and called the 
ambulance. And then they took me to the 
hospital. Then I went to the halfway house. 

Interviewed July 2023 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NNIG BRACER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
Date  ___________________________ 
New _________  Renewal  __________ 
Donation for Electronic Version  _____ 
I cannot send a donation at this time but I would still like to  
receive the BRACER electronically  ________ 

 
Name  _______________________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________________ 
City  ____________________  State  ___________  Zip  _______ 
Email address:  ________________________________________ 
$15 One Year (Suggested) - Paper Version 
 $7 Yearly Contribution (Suggested)  – Electronic Version 
Email us at nnigbracer@gmail.com to sign up for your  
Electronic Version of the BRACER. 

The BRACER 
NNIG Intergroup Office 

436 S. Rock Blvd. 
Sparks, NV 89431 

www.nnig.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

  
 

 

 
   

 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

NNIG Intergroup Office 
436 S. Rock Blvd.  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Return Service Requested 

THE BRACER SUBSCRIPTION WOULD MAKE A FANTASTIC GIFT!   
THIS IS ALSO A GOOD TIME TO UPDATE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION!   USE SUBSCRIPTION FORM BELOW! 

 

Scan here to go 
to the website 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com

