
   
     

 
    
       
      

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
436 S. Rock Blvd.,  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Monday thru Friday  
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
24 Hour Answering Service:  

(775) 355-1151 Fax: (775) 355-1560 
EMAIL: officemanager@nnig.org 

Web Site/Meeting Schedule: nnig.org 
The Bracer:  nnigbracer@gmail.com 

 
GENERAL WARRANTIES OF THE NORTHERN 

NEVADA INTERGROUP ASSOCIATION OF 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the spirit of 
AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup Association never 
becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating 
funds, plus a reserve be its prudent financial principal; that none of the 
Intergroup Association members shall ever be placed in a position of 
unqualified authority over any of the others; that all important decision 
be reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be personally 
punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that though the 
Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA Groups in the 
Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern California, it shall never 
perform any acts of government; and that, like the Society of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, the Intergroup Association itself will always remain 
democratic in thought and action. 
 
(The above is adapted and modified from “The AA Service Manual”, and 
AA Co-Founder Bill W’s. Twelve Concepts for World Service; Concept 
XII, as adopted by the General Service Conference on April 26, 1962. This 
adaptation of copyrighted AA material has been approved by the 
General Service Board) 
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NORTHERN NEVADA INTERGROUP 

PRINCIPLES AND PERSONALITIES 
 

Keep your eye on the principle and 
don't let the personality bug you 

 
My name is Joe C. I have been sober four years now, and the 
last three have been happy years, though the first was 
miserable. I never want to live through that year again, and, if I 
don't pick up that first drink, I won't have to. 
 
Recently, an AA friend of mine got drunk. I was crushed! He had 
been sober for two years. I liked him. We were friends. I had a 
lot of faith in him. Too much! I took his slip personally. It really 
bothered me. He came back to the meetings after the drunk, 
but his attitude had changed. We spoke together after the 
meetings, but it wasn't the same. 
 
My feelings were deeply hurt. I got mad at him for letting me 
down. I didn't for one minute consider his feelings--his guilt, 
remorse, heart-sickness. I thought not of his wife, children, or 
father. I dwelled only on my own hurt. What self-centeredness 
and ego! 
 
Since that time and after much deliberation, I understand the 
meaning of "principles before personalities." My friend's 
misfortune has helped me gain greater insight into the AA 
philosophy, I hope. 
   
I must never again allow personalities to play so large a role in 
my sobriety.   

BY: J.C. |  ENFIELD, CONNECTICUT  
Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc, November 2004.  

Reprinted with permission 
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Service 
Concept Twelve: 

“General Warranties of the Conference: in all its proceedings, the 
General Service Conference shall observe the spirit of the A.A. 
Tradition, taking great care that the conference never becomes the 
seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds, plus 
an ample reserve, be its prudent financial principle; that none of the 
Conference Members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified 
authority over any of the others; that all important decisions be 
reached by discussion vote and whenever possible, by substantial 
unanimity; that no Conference action ever be personally punitive or 
an incitement to public controversy; that though the Conference may 
act for the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never perform any 
acts of government; and that, like the Society of Alcoholics 
Anonymous which it serves, the Conference itself will always remain 
democratic in thought and action..” 

 

Unity 
Tradition Twelve: 
“Anonymity is the spiritual 
foundation of all our 
Traditions, ever reminding 
us to place principles 
before personalities.” 
 

Recovery 
Step Twelve: 

“Having had a spiritual 
awakening as the result of 
these steps, we tried to carry 
this message to alcoholics, and 
to practice these principles in 
all our affairs.” 

 

The Bracer is a monthly publication intended for 
members of Alcoholics Anonymous and their families 

only.  It is about, by and for members of the fellowship.  
Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of 

A.A. as a whole or NNIG.  For article submissions or 
comments, email the Editor at nnigbracer@gmail.com 

Deadline for submission is the last Friday of the month. 
 

Concept XII General Warranties of the Conference: in all its proceedings, the General Service Conference 
shall observe the spirit of the A.A. Tradition, taking great care that the conference never becomes the seat 
of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds, plus an ample reserve, be its prudent financial 
principle; that none of the Conference Members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified authority 
over any of the others; that all important decisions be reached by discussion, vote, and whenever possible, 
by substantial unanimity; that no Conference action ever be personally punitive or an incitement to public 
controversy; that though the Conference may act for the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never 
perform any acts of government; and that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous which it serves, the 
Conference itself will always remain democratic in thought and action. 
This Concept consists of the General Warranties of the General Service Conference. It is cast in stone; that 
is, although Bill leaves the door open for alterations and changes in the other Concepts and points out that 
the rest of the Conference Charter “can be readily amended,” these General Warranties — like the Twelve 
Steps and the Twelve Traditions — be changed only by “written consent of threequarters of all A.A. 
groups” in the world! Why? Because “these Warranties indicate the qualities of prudence and spirituality 
which the Conference should always possess . . . . These are the permanent bonds that hold the 
Conference fast to the movement it serves.” The Warranties also express spiritual principles which apply to 
all other A.A. entities as well. Let us, then, consider these principles one by one: Warranty One: “The 
Conference shall never become the seat of perilous wealth or power.” The Seventh Tradition protects us 
against the accumulation of too much money. So long as we refuse to take outside contributions and limit 
individual member’s donations, “we shall not become wealthy in any perilous sense.” And if we live by 
Tradition Two — that “our ultimate authority is a loving God” and that “our leaders are but trusted 
servants; they do not govern” — then we are safe from perilous power. Warranty Two: “Sufficient 
operating funds, plus an ample Reserve, should be its prudent financial principle.” Although many of us as 
active alcoholics were free spenders, when it comes to supporting “A.A. service overhead, we are apt to 
turn a bit reluctant.” Yet, in A.A. the cost of the service office is relatively low in terms of the number of 
groups served, and if the need for support is made clear, the contributions are forthcoming. The Reserve 
Fund should be one full year’s operating expenses of the G.S.O. and Grapevine. The Reserve Fund comes 
almost entirely from income from the sale of A.A. literature, which also is used to make up the deficit 
between group contributions and the cost of group services. Warranty Three: “None of the Conference 
members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified authority over any of the others.” This principle 
is discussed earlier in Concept IV, but “it is so important, we have made it the subject of this Warranty” — 
a “strong stand against the creation of unqualified authority at any point in our Conference structure.” 
Warranty Four: “That all important decisions should be reached by discussion, vote, and wherever 
possible, by substantial unanimity.” This Warranty is, on the one hand, “a safeguard against any hasty or 
overbearing authority of a simple majority; and, on the other hand, it takes notice of the rights and the 
frequent wisdom of minorities, however small. This principle guarantees that all matters of importance, 
time permitting, will be extensively debated, and that such debates will continue until a really heavy 
majority can support every critical decision.” Warranty Five: “That no Conference action shall ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy.” Although practically all other societies and 
governments find it necessary to punish individual members for violations of their beliefs, principles or 
laws, Alcoholics Anonymous finds this practice unnecessary. When we fail to follow sound spiritual 
principles, alcohol cuts us down. No humanly administered system of penalties is needed. This unique 
condition is an enormous advantage to us all, one on which we can fully rely and one which we should 
never abandon by resorting to personal attack and punishment. Of all societies, ours can least afford to 
risk the resentments and conflicts which would result were we ever to yield to the temptation to punish in 
anger. For much the same reason, we cannot and should not enter into public controversy, even in self-
defense. Our experience has shown that, providentially, A.A. has been made exempt from the need to 
quarrel with anyone, no matter what the provocation. Nothing could be more damaging to our unity and 
to the worldwide goodwill which A.A. enjoys, than public contention, no matter how promising the 
immediate dividends might appear. Some situations which may require Conference consideration are: A.A. 
may come under “sharp public attack or heavy ridicule” — perhaps “With little or no justification in fact. 
Our best defense in these situations would be no defense whatever — namely, complete silence at the 
public level. If the criticism of A.A. is partly or wholly justified, it may be well to acknowledge this privately 
to the critics — with our thanks.” Public violations of A.A. Traditions. Our own members may try to use the 
A.A. name for their private purposes. “Aggressive or punitive action, even in this area, must be omitted. 
Privately, we can inform Tradition-violators that they are out of order. When they persist, we can use such 
other resources of persuasion as we have. In the long run, though, we shall have to rely mainly on the 
pressures of A.A. opinion and public opinion.” “Another kind of problem is the severe internal 
disagreement that comes to unwelcome public attention.” As G.S.O. “is not a police operation,” we can 
only offer A.A.’s experience as a matter of information. Warranty Six: “That though the Conference may 
act for the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never perform any acts of government; and that, like 
the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous which it serves, the Conference itself will always remain democratic 
in thought and action.” The A.A. Traditions accord the individual member and the A.A. group extraordinary 
liberties. In fact, we A.A.s probably enjoy more and greater freedoms than any Fellowship in the world. We 
claim this as no virtue. We know we have to choose conformity to A.A.’s Twelve Steps and Twelve 
Traditions or else face dissolution and death. “Because we set such a high value on our great liberties and 
cannot conceive that they will need to be limited, we here specially enjoin our General Service Conference 
to abstain completely from any and all acts of authoritative government which could in any way curtail 
A.A.’s freedom under God. We expect our Conference always to try to act in the spirit of mutual respect 
and love — one member to another. “Freedom under God to grow in His likeness and image will ever be 
the quest of Alcoholics Anonymous. May our General Service Conference be always seen as a chief symbol 
of this cherished liberty.” 

 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com
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BOOK OF 
THE MONTH  

$2 Off  

PAMPHLET OF 
THE MONTH 

$0.45 

N N I G  & AREA EVENTS 
EVENTS HOSTED BY NORTHERN NEVADA  

INTERGROUP TO SUPPORT CENTRAL OFFICE 

OTHER AREA EVENTS 
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AA ANSWERING 
SERVICE NUMBERS 

 
Reno, Sparks, Carson City and all of  
Northern Nevada: (775) 355-1151 
Las Vegas and all of Southern Nevada:   
(702) 598-1888 
Mammoth Lake: (760) 934-3434 
North Lake Tahoe: (530) 546-1126 
South Lake Tahoe: (530) 541-1243           
Susanville, CA: (775) 355-1151 
White Pine County/Ely: (775) 296-0656 Jim C. 

 

For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

 

“ 

Battle Mountain  
Fellowship  

Mon Tues Fri Sat  
7pm 

156 S. Scott RD. 
Battle Mountain  

 

Sunday Morning  
Jelly Donut  

Sunday 9am  
63 Lake Mary Rd.  

Mammoth Lakes CA 

 
 

“Newcomers Book Study”  
Tuesday 6PM  
921 Mitch Dr.  

Minden/Gardnerville 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central office report from Ronda H. December 3, 2021 
The end of the year and the office has stayed strong and open 
to serve members and members to be. Thank you All for the 
great year. Start your year off with the book of the month 
Daily Reflections $2 OFF. If you already have the book, 
consider this for a new comer. Pamphlet is the “God” Word -
$0.45- this is perfect for anyone that is questioning or 
struggling with “God”. 
I am so looking forward to the new year with its many 
surprises, challenges, gifts, and people we will meet along the 
way. Life is happy, joyous, and free with Alcoholics Anonymous 
leading us. 
Volunteer Hours: 126.5 
Calls into Central Office: 198 

• Calls for AA help - 6 
• Calls for Alanon/Alateen - 1 
• Meeting information - 54 
• Retail / merchandise -22 
• Other 12 step programs - 9 
• Events – 36 
• New to AA -3 
• Business/Central office- 50 
• Visitors – 237 

Ronda 

Central Office Manager 

 

Please respect all 
meeting place 

mandates about 
face coverings. 

 

 

Positive Acceptance  
Group  

Sunday 9am 
1640 Prater Way 

Sparks 
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N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE 
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 6:30 PM 

Alano Club, 1640 Prater Way, Sparks 

N.N.I.G. MONTHLY  

SPEAKER MEETING 
7:00 PM Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

2nd Saturday of the month 

N.N.I.G. H&I 
First Monday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Alano Club Sparks, 1640 Prater Way (775) 359-2727 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 

 
CENTRAL OFFICE 
IS OPEN ON SATURDAY  
FROM 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM! 
STOP IN FOR A CUP OF COFFEE  
AND FELLOWSHIP! 

 

District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2  2nd Tuesday of each month, 6:30 Central Office 

Zoom # 91904741396 Password D2 

DISTRICT 4   First Thursday of each month, 7:00 PM- 

                  Zoom ID: 876 7717 4234 PW: District4 

DISTRICT 6   2nd Sunday of even numbered months- 

For information email 
district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months  

Call  (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM  

   680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Dark since 2017 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM- 457 
Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3rd Wed of each “Odd” month at 6:00 PM -265 
Bear Street in Kings Beach CA                     

DISTRICT 16  Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Sparks Family Christian Church 510 Greenbrae 
Blvd 6:00PM-7:00PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20  Third Saturday of Jan, Mar, May, Aug & Oct 
10:30 AM- Contact DCM @ 
district20@nevadaarea42.org for location 

DISTRICT 22 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month 6:30 PM @ 
Central Office 

 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
mailto:district20@nevadaarea42.org
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Interview with an Alcoholic 
Please introduce yourself. Hi my 
name's Don Mc. 
 What is your sobriety date? 8/5/1987  
What is your home group? My home 
group is the A Way Home Group at 
present.  
Where did you get your sober? Springfield Missouri.  
Please briefly describe your drinking. I drank only alone or with 
someone.  
 What brought you to Alcoholics Anonymous? 
 Well, I was introduced here by the court system of the state of 
Missouri after acquisition of numerous DUI’s. I either had to come 
and get court papers signed or I could face consequences.  
What were your first impressions of Alcoholics Anonymous? Wasn’t 
sure what to expect, they were held in the backrooms and 
basements of churches and such you know I knew they were going 
to talk about God, but none the less, I was totally surprised because 
I kept hearing the same jokes I heard in the bar but yet the same 
gossip I heard in church, strange combination yet I felt at home.  
What did the long timers tell you in the beginning? Don't drink, don't 
think. Go to meetings, read the big book call your sponsor and pray 
your *** off and keep coming back. 
 What was the hardest suggestion for you to follow? The hardest 
thing was to actually do 90 meetings in 90 days but my sponsor told 
me to call him every day, so I did until he told me not to call him 
every day. I've found that over time that I was making a meeting not 
necessarily in the conventional sense but yet while I was talking to 
another alcoholic, I was having another meeting about Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  
What was the easiest? 
I got suckered into keep coming back.  
When did you come to Reno? 
I arrived in Reno on April 17, 2017.  
What do you like about Reno A.A.? Or is there anything 
different? It's really no different from any other place I've been 
necessarily. I moved here from Alaska I was up there for almost 3 
decades. It's still the concept of willing to go to any length. I still 
adhere to that the best I can, to this day. 
 What do you tell newcomers today? I try not to tell them anything. I 
don’t want to spoil the surprise but when they do ask I try and do 
what sponsorship has told me over the years, that is; Do they need 
help? - Question one. Do they want help? - question two. Are they 
asking for help? - question three. Are they asking me for help? -
question four.  
What positive changes or evolutions have you seen in A.A. during 
your sobriety? Well with the recent Covid-19 outbreak Zoom 
meetings were just not even thought of, but now they are prolific. 
It's a new avenue in Alcoholics Anonymous to explore I can see now 
that the possibility of hybrid meetings coming more to the forefront 
more all the time. But yet I will admit I prefer the old school 
standards. A real meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.  
What's your favorite part of the big book or saying?  
And acceptance is the answer to all my problems today when I'm 
disturbed, it is because I find some person, place, thing, or situation- 
some fact in my life- unacceptable to me. can find no serenity till I 
accept that person place thing or situation exactly where it's 
supposed to be at this moment nothing absolutely nothing happens 
in God's world by mistake until I can accept my alcoholism I cannot 
stay sober. Unless I accept life completely on life's terms I cannot be 
happy. I need to concentrate not so much on what needs to be 

changed in the world as what needs to be changed in me and by 
attitudes.  
Do you have any final thoughts?  
Don't drink without me. 
 

Twelve Days of 
Christmas 
On the First Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. 

. .the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Second Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Third Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift 

of Sobriety 

On the Fourth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted 

Friends And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Fifth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me 

. . .Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings 

Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Sixth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Six Prayers A 'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to 

Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of 

Sobriety 

On the Seventh Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A 'Praying 

Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two 

Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Eighth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Eight lessons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six 

Prayers A 'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three 

Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Ninth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Nine Rides A 'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven 

Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A 'Praying Five Gold Coins 

Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends 

And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Tenth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Ten People Sharin' Nine Rides A 'Givin' Eight lessons 

Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A 'Praying 

Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two 

Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Eleventh Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . .Eleven Life Stories Ten People Sharin' Nine Rides A 

'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six 

Prayers A 'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three 

Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety 

On the Twelfth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to 

me. . . Twelve Steps to Live By Eleven Life Stories Ten People 

Sharin' Nine Rides A 'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven 

Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A 'Praying Five Gold Coins 

Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends 

And the Gift of Sobriety! 

Copyright, AA Grapevine Inc. Reprinted with permission.  

  



 
 

 

 

 
 

NNIG BRACER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
Date  ___________________________ 
New _________  Renewal  __________ 
Donation for Electronic Version  _____ 
I cannot send a donation at this time but I would still like to  
receive the BRACER electronically  ________ 

 
Name  _______________________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________________ 
City  ____________________  State  ___________  Zip  _______ 
Email address:  ________________________________________ 
$15 One Year (Suggested) - Paper Version 
 $7 Yearly Contribution (Suggested)  – Electronic Version 
Email us at nnigbracer@gmail.com to sign up for your  
Electronic Version of the BRACER. 

The BRACER 
NNIG Intergroup Office 

436 S. Rock Blvd. 
Sparks, NV 89431 

www.nnig.org 

NNIG Intergroup Office 
436 S. Rock Blvd.  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Return Service Requested 

THE BRACER SUBSCRIPTION WOULD MAKE A FANTASTIC GRATITUDE GIFT!   
THIS IS ALSO A GOOD TIME TO UPDATE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION!   USE SUBSCRIPTION FORM BELOW! 

 

Scan here to go 
to the website 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com

