
   
     

 
    
       
      

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
436 S. Rock Blvd.,  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Monday thru Friday  
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
24 Hour Answering Service:  

(775) 355-1151 Fax: (775) 355-1560 
EMAIL: officemanager@nnig.org 

Web Site/Meeting Schedule: nnig.org 
The Bracer:  nnigbracer@gmail.com 

 
GENERAL WARRANTIES OF THE NORTHERN 

NEVADA INTERGROUP ASSOCIATION OF 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the spirit of 
AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup Association never 
becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating 
funds, plus a reserve be its prudent financial principal; that none of the 
Intergroup Association members shall ever be placed in a position of 
unqualified authority over any of the others; that all important decision 
be reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be personally 
punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that though the 
Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA Groups in the 
Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern California, it shall never 
perform any acts of government; and that, like the Society of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, the Intergroup Association itself will always remain 
democratic in thought and action. 
 
(The above is adapted and modified from “The AA Service Manual”, and 
AA Co-Founder Bill W’s. Twelve Concepts for World Service; Concept 
XII, as adopted by the General Service Conference on April 26, 1962. This 
adaptation of copyrighted AA material has been approved by the 
General Service Board) 
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September 11, 2021 

Cathi W., Reno, NV 
A Way Home Group 

Speaker at 7:00 
Silver Barron Room A 

 

NORTHERN NEVADA INTERGROUP 

TRADITION NINE 
A SENSE OF SERVICE 

Generally, when we hear the word organization, we think 
of a situation where there are a lot of rules, and someone 
with a certain amount of power governs or is in control. 
Out of curiosity, I decided to look in the dictionary for a 
definition of the word "organize," and I found that to 
organize means to systematically prepare or arrange for 
effective operation. Isn't this what has been done in AA? 
We have service boards and committees of varying 
natures that we elect or appoint and who assume 
responsibility without trying to take on authority, people 
who, because of a true sense of spiritual simplicity and 
service to others, effectively carry out the duties of 
whatever job they are asked to perform. But this sense of 
service doesn't only apply at the level of boards or 
committees. Look at the group and the people who 
regularly get there early and set up the meeting area, the 
people who make the coffee, clean up the ashtrays, sweep 
the floor, and carry out the other tasks just because they 
know they have to be done. These are only a few 
examples, but the same principles apply in all of AA, be it 
at the level of group, intergroup, or general service. As 
long as we have members who continue to have the best 
interests of AA at heart and enjoy doing the things that 
need to be done without any notion of power or prestige, 
Tradition Nine won't be any problem.   

PINKY H. | LONDON, ONTARIO 
Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc, September, 1998.  

Reprinted with permission 
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The Bracer is a monthly publication intended for members of Alcoholics Anonymous and their families only.  It is about, by and for members of the fellowship.  Opinions 
expressed herein are not necessarily those of A.A. as a whole or NNIG.  For article submissions or comments, email the Editor at nnigbracer@gmail.com 

Deadline for submission is the last Friday of the month. 

 

Service 
Concept Nine: 

“Good service leaders, together with sound 
and appropriate methods of choosing 
them, are at all levels indispensable for our 
future functioning and safety. The primary 
world service leadership once exercised by 
the founders of A.A. must necessarily be 
assumed by the Trustees of the General 
Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous.” 
 

Unity 
Tradition Nine: 

“A.A., as such, ought never be 
organized; but we may create 
service boards or committees 
directly responsible to those 
they serve.” 

 

Recovery 
Step Nine: 

“Made direct amends to 
such people wherever 
possible, except when to 
do so would injure them or 
others.” 
 

Concept IX  
 
Good service leaders, together with sound and appropriate methods of choosing 
them, are at all levels indispensable for our future functioning and safety. The 
primary world service leadership once exercised by the founders of A.A. must 
necessarily be assumed by the Trustees of the General Service Board of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 
 
“No matter how carefully we design our service structure of principles and 
relationships, no matter how well we apportion authority and responsibility, the 
operating results of our structure can be no better than the personal 
performance of those who must man it and make it work. Good leadership 
cannot function well in a poorly designed structure . . . . Weak leadership can 
hardly function at all, even in the best of structures.” Due to A.A.’s principle of 
rotation, furnishing our service structure with able and willing workers has to be 
a continuous effort. The base of the service structure — and the source of our 
leadership — is the General Service Representative. The G.S.R. is the service 
leader for his or her group, the indispensable link between the group and A.A. as-
a-whole. Together the G.S.R.s are A.A.’s group conscience — and together, in 
their areas, they elect the area committee members and ultimately the delegates 
and the area’s candidates for trustee. Groups who have not named G.S.R.s 
should be encouraged to do so. And as the G.S.R.s meet in area assemblies, care 
and dedication are required. Personal ambitions should be cast aside; feuds and 
controversies forgotten. “Who are the best qualified people?” should be the 
thought of all. “No society can function well without able leadership in all its 
levels, and A.A. can be no exception. Fortunately, our Society is blessed with any 
amount of real leadership — the active people of today and the potential leaders 
of tomorrow as each new generation of able members swarms in. We have an 
abundance of men and women whose dedication, stability, vision, and special 
skills make them capable of dealing with every possible service assignment. We 
have only to seek these folks out and trust them to serve us. “A leader in A.A. 
service is therefore a man (or woman) who can personally put principles, plans 
and policies into such dedicated and effective action that the rest of us want to 
back him and help him with his job. “Good leadership will also remember that a 
fine plan or idea can come from anybody, anywhere. Consequently, good 
leadership will often discard its own cherished plans for others that are better, 
and it will give credit to the source. 
“Good leadership never passes the buck. Once assured that it has, or can, obtain 
sufficient general backing, it freely takes decisions and puts them into action 
forthwith, provided of course that such actions be within the framework of its 
defined authority and responsibility. “Another qualification for leadership is ‘give 
and take,’ the ability to compromise cheerfully whenever a proper compromise 
can cause a situation to progress in what appears to be the right direction . . . . 
We cannot, however, compromise always. Now and then, it is truly necessary to 
stick flat-footed to one’s convictions about an issue until it is settled. “Our 
leaders do not drive by mandate, they lead by example. We say to them, ‘Act for 
us, but do not boss us.” 

 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com
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BOOK OF 
THE MONTH  

$2 Off  

PAMPHLET OF 
THE MONTH 

$0.65 

N N I G  & AREA EVENTS 
EVENTS HOSTED BY NORTHERN NEVADA  

INTERGROUP TO SUPPORT CENTRAL OFFICE 

OTHER AREA EVENTS 
Please send event 

flyers in .JPG format 

Rescheduled to Sept 17th! 
See FB page for udpate 
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AA ANSWERING 
SERVICE NUMBERS 

 
Reno, Sparks, Carson City and all of  
Northern Nevada: (775) 355-1151 
Las Vegas and all of Southern Nevada:   
(702) 598-1888 
Mammoth Lake: (760) 934-3434 
North Lake Tahoe: (530) 546-1126 
South Lake Tahoe: (530) 541-1243           
Susanville, CA: (775) 355-1151 
White Pine County/Ely: (775) 296-0656 Jim C. 

 

For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

 

Silver Springs Group 
 

7pm Thurs & Sat 
 

2945 Ft Church Hill St. 
Silver Springs 

 

 

The Sierra City 
Fellowship 

7pm Thursdays 
 

13 Castagna Alley 
Sierra City CA 

 

Buena Vista 
10am Friday 

 
627 Sunnyside Dr 

Reno 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central office report from Ronda H. September 7, 2021 
 
The book of the month is Grapevines “No Matter What, 
Dealing with Adversity in Sobriety” $2 off. This book 
features stories of the hardest things life can throw at you 
and still stay sober. Pamphlet is “A.A. for Alcoholics with 
Mental Health Issues – and their sponsors”. Thank you 
everyone that has been in the office this last month with the 
fires, smoke and world in general we have been happy to 
see all the grateful alcoholics smiling eyes. 
Volunteer Hours: 124 
Calls into Central Office: 146 

• Calls for AA help - 4 
• Calls for Alanon/Alateen - 3 
• Meeting information - 64 
• Retail / merchandise -15 
• Other 12 step programs - 3 
• Events – 13 
• New to AA -1 
• Business/Central office- 55 
• Visitors – 247 

 

Ronda 

Central Office Manager 

 

Please respect all 
meeting place 

mandates about 
face coverings. 

 

Early Birds 
6:45am 

Mon-Sat 
412 W Musser St. 

Carson City 
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N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE 
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 6:30 PM 

Alano Club, 1640 Prater Way, Sparks 

N.N.I.G. MONTHLY  

SPEAKER MEETING 
7:00 PM Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

2nd Saturday of the month 

N.N.I.G. H&I 
First Monday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Alano Club Sparks, 1640 Prater Way (775) 359-2727 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 
Susanville (775) 355-1151 

 
CENTRAL OFFICE 
IS OPEN ON SATURDAY  
FROM 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM! 
STOP IN FOR A CUP OF COFFEE  
AND FELLOWSHIP! 

 

District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2  2nd Tuesday of each month, 6:30 Central Office 

DISTRICT 4   First Thursday of each month, 7:00 PM- 

                  Zoom ID: 876 7717 4234 PW: District4 

DISTRICT 6   2nd Sunday of even numbered months- 

For information email 
district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months  

Call  (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM  

   680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Dark since 2017 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM- 457 
Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3rd Wed of each “Odd” month at 6:00 PM -265 
Bear Street in Kings Beach CA                     

DISTRICT 16  Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Sparks Family Christian Church 510 Greenbrae 
Blvd 6:00PM-7:00PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20  Third Saturday of Jan, Mar, May, Aug & Oct 
10:30 AM- Contact DCM @ 
district20@nevadaarea42.org for location 

DISTRICT 22 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month 6:30 PM @ 
Central Office 

 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
mailto:district20@nevadaarea42.org
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Coming Clean 
A sneaky gas station thief makes amends 
for way he used to roll.  Years ago, I lived 
in an apartment next to a gas station. I 
was often broke and depressed, and I 
would go steal the toilet paper from its restroom. I did this many 
times during my short stay at that apartment. In my 18th year in AA, 
this theft came into my conscience, so I wrote it down on my 
inventory. 
After a couple of meditations and conversations with other people, I 
called someone who gave me directions to the house where the past 
owners of the gas station lived. It was now 22 years later. I knocked 
on the door, and a friendly woman answered. I asked if “Paul” was 
there.  She explained that Paul no longer lived there, and that they 
had divorced recently. I explained to her that I was there to try to 
make a past wrong right. She assured me that she was the co-owner 
of the station, so I knew I was in front of the right person. She let me 
know in a very kind way that she knew someone had been stealing 
from them back then, but had no idea who it was. She said that my 
just showing up to make it right was enough for her. But I told her 
that I thought I could do better. 
I went to my car and took out 90 rolls of toilet paper I had bought. 
As I set the rolls down on the floor, I looked up at her. She was 
starting to weep. Then I did. 
Then, after a minute, she looked at me and said that she had only 
two rolls of toilet paper left, was on a fixed income and didn’t have 
enough to buy any more. 
I was amazed by the turn of events that morning, and so was my 
new friend. I gave her a big hug. We were definitely in the presence 
of a Higher Power.  BY: NICK B. | LONDON, OHIO 

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc, March, 2013.  
Reprinted with permission 

 

Interview with an Alcoholic on August 13th, 2021 
Q) Can you please introduce yourself and 
tell us your sobriety date? 
A) Yes, my name is Kent, and I am a 
grateful member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. And my sobriety date is 
3/1/1982. My home group is the 
Sunnyside Group in Reno, Nevada. 
Q) Where did you get sober? 
A) I got sober, this time, at the old Sparks Alano Club and at the 
church at 501 California, Reno. 
Q) Briefly describe your drinking. 
A) It was bad, right from the beginning. Although I went through an 
experimental stage, I really started right when I turned 21, very soon 
crossing over the line into alcoholism. I drank alone, rarely in bars, 
but I got into trouble right away.  
Q) What brought you to Alcoholics Anonymous? 
A) It was to honor a pledge I had made to my parents about a month 
prior to that first meeting. I was a continual source of heartache and 
embarrassment to them and myself. I said “Give me one more shot 
at it and if I screw up again, I will go to a meeting of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. So, I screwed up again by totaling my card in quite a 
horrific accident. But I made it to that meeting the next night. That 
was November 13th, 1969. 
Q) How did you hear about Alcoholics Anonymous?  
A) It was in that same “intervention” by my parents. My mother 
handed me her first edition copy of the Big Book and said “you know 
Kent, I am an alcoholic who stopped drinking many years ago 

through a Program and Fellowship described in that book. I’ve been 
waiting patiently until I thought you would really understand that 
you needed to do something about your drinking.” I had never heard 
of AA, and I can’t say that I had heard the term “alcoholic.” But I 
knew very early on in my drinking that I could not control it. So, I 
really knew the definition of something that I didn’t even have a 
word for. 
Q) What were your first impressions of Alcoholics Anonymous? 
A) The first meeting I went to turned out to be an old-timer’s 
meeting. The first guy who greeted me was 84-year-old Alan and the 
others in attendance didn’t seem much younger. 
This was quite a shock for a kid who was barely 22 ½. But I sat there 
and listened. I don’t remember much that was said, but I felt a 
glimmer of hope and I felt welcomed.   
Q) What do you remember the old timers telling you in the 
beginning? 
A) They told me to keep coming back. They told me that I needed to 
develop faith and find a power outside of myself. They also said that 
though my condition might seem hopeless, there was a way out.  
Q) What was the hardest suggestion for you to follow? 
A) Honestly, there were 12 suggestions hard for me to follow, known 
as 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. I had to get away from the 
idea that my case was somehow different, and that my problem was 
just physical. Get rid of the booze and you get rid of the problem. 
How wrong I was. 
Q) What was the easiest? 
A) To keep coming back. 
Q) What do you tell newcomers today? 
A) To keep coming back. I tell them that it could take a while before 
some of what they hear might make sense. But AA has been the 
greatest thing that has ever happened to me. I can’t thank AA 
enough. 
Q) What is one of your favorite AA sayings? 
A) “Don’t leave before the miracle happens” 
Q) Do you have a favorite line out of the Big Book? 
A) There is a section in “A Vision For You” that brings tears to my 
eyes and joy to my heart every time it is read: 
“I know I must get along without liquor, but how can I? Have you a 
sufficient substitute?”  Yes, there is a substitute, and it is vastly more 
than that. It is a fellowship in Alcoholics Anonymous. There you will 
find release from care, boredom and worry. Your imagination will be 
fired. Life will mean something at last. The most satisfactory years of 
your existence lie ahead. Thus, we find the fellowship, and so will 
you. 
Q) What’s been your favorite service position? 
A)  I think that my current position as a Central Office volunteer has 
been my favorite. A good friend asked me to try it out while she 
“took a breather”. Well, I’m coming up on 4 years at it, and I can’t be 
more grateful. I get to meet a lot of old and new friends, who are, 
just like me, 
trying to stay sober one day at a time. We often have people call or 
come in who desperately need the help that we have been given. If I 
can be of help, great. If not, I’m at least reminded of why I’m there. 
Q) Any final thoughts? 
A) What – am I going to die? When I first came to Alcoholics 
Anonymous, I was 22 and even though I eventually found a Young 
People’s group whose members were anywhere from 25 to 30, I 
couldn’t imagine living that long and wasn’t sure that I wanted to. It 
was thinking like that and a reluctance to work the Steps of the 
Program that caused me to not have my last drink until I was nearly 
35. Now I’m approaching 75, and I wouldn’t mind seeing a few more 
years after that. This is a wonderful way of life. 

  



 
 

 

 

 
 

NNIG BRACER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
Date  ___________________________ 
New _________  Renewal  __________ 
Donation for Electronic Version  _____ 
I cannot send a donation at this time but I would still like to  
receive the BRACER electronically  ________ 

 
Name  _______________________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________________ 
City  ____________________  State  ___________  Zip  _______ 
Email address:  ________________________________________ 
$15 One Year (Suggested) - Paper Version 
 $7 Yearly Contribution (Suggested)  – Electronic Version 
Email us at nnigbracer@gmail.com to sign up for your  
Electronic Version of the BRACER. 

The BRACER 
NNIG Intergroup Office 

436 S. Rock Blvd. 
Sparks, NV 89431 

www.nnig.org 

NNIG Intergroup Office 
436 S. Rock Blvd.  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Return Service Requested 

THE BRACER SUBSCRIPTION WOULD MAKE A FANTASTIC SUMMER GIFT!   
THIS IS ALSO A GOOD TIME TO UPDATE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION!   USE SUBSCRIPTION FORM BELOW! 
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