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A.A. Preamble
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience,
strength and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help
others to recover from alcoholism. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop
drinking. There are no dues or fees for A.A. membership; we are self-supporting through our
own contributions. A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization or
institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither endorses nor opposes any
causes. Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.
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Bill W. and Dr. Bob
Our founding members
Remembering A.A.s beginnings in the month of June.

Bill W.

Dr. Bob

"We commenced to make many fast friends and a fellowship has grown up
among us of which it is a wonderful thing to feel a part of. The joy of living
we really have, even under pressure and difficulty." __ Bill Wilson
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We are not a glum lot
A Step to “Separate the men from the boys”

See page 76 of the Big Book for a hint. Answer on page #9.

Rule #62: Don’t take yourself too damn seriously!

Upcoming Events

More events
June 22-24: June Lake Kampvention. June Lake, CA

NNIG Monthly Speaker Meeting
Grand Sierra Resort
Lower Level Nevada Foyer

July 27-29: 3rd Annual All-Europe Young People in AA Convention. Copenhagen
8/31-9/2: 25th Annual Sierra Nevada Fall Round up. Peppermill Resort, Reno, NV.
8/1: Sierra Nevada Fall Round up Golf Tournament. Rosewood Lakes, Reno, NV.
Sept. 28-30: Hawaiian Islands Conference of Young People in AA. Kauai, HI

st

July 21 , 2012

Oct. 28-Nov. 4: 11th Annual Halloween Gratitude Cruise

Maggie A. from Sacramento, CA.
Host Group TBA

More information on all events available at Central Office
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Meetings and More
New Meeting!

New Meeting!

“A New Way Home”

“24 Hours a Day”

Tuesday and Friday @ 5:30 PM

Wednesday @ 7:00 PM

501 California Ave. Reno, NV

200 DeSpain Ave. Reno, NV
Women’s Meeting

Happy Hour Has Moved!

Vigorous Action Group

Tuesday and Friday @ 5:30 PM

Fridays @ 7:30 PM

1330 Foster Dr. Reno, NV

4895 S. McCarran Blvd. Reno, NV

“The Bridge” Church

Speaker/Discussion Meeting
Coffee and Treats Provided!

For the M & M Meeting on June 30th the feature film
will be: My Name is Bill W.
Just in time for Founder’s Day, 2012, it is time for our annual viewing
of a film that features the story of Alcoholics Anonymous and its
founders. Although Hollywood has taken liberties with some details of
our history, the essential message of Bill’s struggle to find sobriety
remains intact. James Woods took home the Emmy in 1989 for his
incredible portrayal of Bill. Following the film we will have a
discussion concerning the film. (This is proving to be the best part of
the evening!) Please join us on Saturday, June 30, 2012
6:30 pm here at the Reno Triangle Club
For a Movie and a Meeting!

More information and meeting schedules are available at Central Office
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Member Submissions
The following are stories submitted by our members
I Get Drunk, We Stay Sober
Perhaps some of the modern hospital
rehabilitation programs could learn something
from these old rehabs. Typically, today, it
costs anywhere from ten to twenty thousand
dollars to go through a hospital substance
abuse program. My stay at the CareUnit in San
Francisco cost my company's insurance
company sixteen. Almost all hospitals suggest
that the patient attend AA meetings after his
or her release.
Although AA in Reno was still comparatively
small in the sixties and seventies, it seems to
have been a vital time for the growth of the
fellowship. Jim D. joined Reno AA in the late
sixties: "I read the Jack Alexander article in '41
and thought it was some kind of missionary
movement." It took twenty six years for Jim
to get to the program, but in January of 1967
he dialed the number he found in the paper
and was introduced to AA. When he first
sobered up, Jim had his own business and a
lot of time on his hands. In the beginning,
time is a terrible thing to the alcoholic. A
drunk drinks time away. When (If) he finally
gets sober, often his biggest fear is what to do
with himself. We're told to get right into
some kind of service helping other alcoholics.
Jim ended up starting Reno's AA newsletter,
The Bracer:
"We just called it The Bracer because people
wanted a bracer in the morning to get started.
We used to put down that it was published by
the Wine Press. It was just a little one page
thing. I was doing it to keep myself sober. If
somebody else got something else out of it,
that was fine."

In 1971, several people started looking into the
possibility of another Alano Club. It depends
on who you talk to, but according to Harry W.,
the original board members of this new club
consisted of three women and three men:

Joanne M., Gladys D., Rose A., Bill J., Harry W.,
and Harley W. (Jim P. and Marguerite K. are
the other names I heard associated with the
club.) They obtained an old telephone
switching station and turned it into the Sparks
Alano Club.5 Harley W. built the heavy tables
that are still in use today at the club. As
might be expected, in the beginning there was
some competition between the Alano Club
and the Driars Club. "The Alano Club was
formed because of resentments towards the
Driars Club. Verna M. [the founder of Beacon
House] used to tell her women at the house if
I ever hear anything about you being in the
Driars Club you'll pack your bags and get out
of here" (Harry W.).
A year after the Alano Club opened, the first
Reno Spring Festival was held at the Nugget in
Sparks. Although technically festivals and
clubs are not associated with AA, they have
been very important to this city's fellowship.
Jim D. was on his way back from the Las
Vegas Roundup when he got the idea for a
festival in Reno. He mentioned the idea to his
sponsor, Bob Ho, who went on to be treasurer
of the first seven festivals. Jim was the first
chairman: "Our main reason for starting it was
for money for the service structure of AA in
Nevada." Jim, Bob Ho., Jim P., Harry W., and
Pat B. were all involved in the first Spring
Festival. Coastline Whitey got their banquet
speaker for them: "I was doing some painting
for Jim D. when he asked me about a Spring
Festival in Reno. I told them that they needed
a good speaker who could bring in a lot of
people at the first. I used to go to a meeting
in Beverly Hills with Chuck C.6 so I called him
up. Chuck said he'd speak but first I had to
promise him a jackpot. It so happens Chuck
did get a jackpot on a dollar machine." There
were 92 people at that first banquet. Today
they hold the festival in a huge banquet room
at Bally's. Several thousand AA's come from
all over the United States and the world to
attend.

In April of 1973, Bob Ho was in New York at an
AA conference: "I was talking to some guy
from Massachusetts or somewhere about a
Gratitude Dinner his fellowship put on in
November. Their groups weren't strong
enough to send any money to New York, and
this way they could guarantee a contribution
to G.S.O. [the General Service Office in N.Y.]. I
came back here and got together with Jim and
we started the Gratitude Dinner. We had the
first ones out in Stead at the university dining
hall out there. We had 70 or 80 people at the
first one. They had about 750 to 800 at the
Reno Convention Center last year." This year
they expect 1100 people to attend the
Gratitude Dinner.
Finally, in August of 1974, the first Central
Office opened on St. Lawrence Street. Ben B.
from Carson City was the first Coordinator of
the office, and in March of 1975, Intergroup7
was incorporated. They then received
nonprofit status from the state of Nevada and
the I.R.S. Soon afterwards by laws were
drawn up by Intergroup stating, among other
things, how the office was to be run. Eight
and a half years later they moved to South
Park Street where Don M. was Coordinator.
Then, in March of this year, the office settled
at its present location on South Rock Blvd. in
Sparks.
Apparently there was some opposition to the
opening of a Central Office in Reno by other
AA members, especially some of the oldtimers. I questioned several old-timers about
this but was never really able to get a straight
answer. A lot of people have a difficult time
accepting change, but many alcoholics abhor
it. Perhaps the old-timers objected to the
rapid growth of the Reno fellowship.

The above story was written in 1991 by Skip M. and submitted by Mike C. It is the 8th in a 10 part
series that will continue in the coming issues of the Bracer. Stay tuned for more.
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In Memorandum
Northern Nevada Alcoholics Anonymous has lost a dear friend and trusted servant
in Beverly Cook. Beverly served as our Central Office Executive Manager amongst
many other service commitments. Beverly truly touched the lives of many people
in our fellowship, and she will be dearly missed. Please come celebrate her life in a
memorial service on Saturday, June 16th at the Alano Club in Sparks. The service
starts at 1:00 PM and runs until 3:00 PM. This will be a non-smoking event. In lieu
of flowers, donations will be accepted at the coffee bar in the Alano Club.
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Service Opportunities
AA Answering Service Numbers
Now! New Phone Support!
The Sunshine Committee now offers phone
support. We visit sober alcoholics in hospitals,
rehab, and homes. We will now set up a regular
call schedule for those unable to attend
meetings. Call Central Office for more
information.

Reno, Sparks, Carson City and all of
Northern Nevada: (775) 355-1151
Fallon: (775) 423-6009
Las Vegas and all of Southern
Nevada: (702) 598-1888
Minden/Gardnerville Group meeting
information only: (775) 265-4460
Mammoth Lake: (760) 934-3434
North Lake Tahoe: (530) 546-1126
South Lake Tahoe: (530) 541-1243
Winnemucca: (775) 625-3771
Susanville, CA: (530) 257-2880
Northern Nevada Intergroup Committee
Meeting
1st Tuesday of each month @ 7:00pm
Reno Triangle Club
635 S. Wells Ave. Reno, NV 89502

Monthly ANNYPAA Committee Meeting
Held the third Sunday of each month
upstairs in the Triangle Club at 3:30 PM

International Women's Conference Meetings
ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD ON SUNDAY @
North Nevada Literacy Council
1400 Wedekind Rd Reno, NV 89512
For more information contact:
Elisa R elisar2013iwc@hotmail.com
Trudy 49th.iwc@gmail.com
For more info on our monthly committee meetings call
Central Office at (775)355-1151

NNIG Financial Statement
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Group Contributions

Faithful Fiver
We are members of Alcoholics Anonymous who support our local Central Office with separate contributions. These contributions
help to serve the Northern Nevada Alcoholics Anonymous community with Central Office services and intergroup activities.
It’s easy to join!
We ask for a $5.00 monthly or $60.00 yearly contribution, but no amount is too small. Donate whatever you can afford. Many
members use their sobriety date as a reminder to send in their contributions. Please send your check today to:
Northern Nevada Intergroup
Attn Faithful Fiver
436 Rock Blvd South
Sparks, NV 89431
Answer to cryptogram puzzle
We have emphasized willingness as being indispensable. Are we now ready to let God remove from us all the things which we have admitted are objectionable? Can He now take them all-every
one? If we still cling to something we will not let go, we ask God to help us be willing.
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NNIG Business Meeting Minutes
The meeting commenced at 7:02 pm with the reading of the NNIG Preamble and the Serenity Prayer. The 7th Tradition followed with attendee introductions and brief announcements. A motion to
approve the May minutes was made by Paul E. seconded by A.J. C and unanimously passed.
NNIG Chair – Van D.
Present
Paul E. – NNIG Vice Chair
Present
Treasurer - Dod P.
Present
Secretary – Mary Pat Z.
Present
Intergroup Representative – Sean N.
Absent
Central Office Manager - Leslie
Present
Corrections Treatment – Steve W. The adoption of the Empowerment Center at 7400 S. Virginia by Ground Zero and Mount Rose Recovery is going well. We have had one to four people show up for
each Tuesday, 7PM meeting. All representatives are encouraged to contact the Corrections & Treatment Center chairman to arrange for an adoption of a facility.
Bridging the Gap – No Report
Sunshine Committee – AJ C. There were 13 onsite visits by the Sunshine Committee during the month of May. Our most current listing of volunteers shows 52 members. Volunteers are always
welcome. Announcements for the Sunshine Committee service and requests for volunteers are made at most meeting sites in Reno, Carson City, and Gardnerville.
Bracer – Ted The deadline for any event information or article submissions is three days after the monthly NNIG Business Meeting. As always I welcome feedback from our members. Incoming
Intergroup reps and officers, please make sure that I have your e-mail addresses. Tedg@sbcglobal.net
Speaker Meeting – Pete L. – The meeting was well attended. We had about 150-175 attendees. ANNYPAA hosted the meeting and did a good job. Our speaker was Jim T. from Reno. The 7 th tradition
took in $164.90, raffle $268.00, Speaker’s food and drink expense was $20.00, and the meeting room charge was $100.00. Our total income was $310.00. This is my last report as Speaker Meeting
Chair and I want to thank the fellowship for allowing me to serve.
Activities Chair – Dan M. The Founder’s Day Picnic is moving forward and we are looking forward to seeing everyone there. The date is June 9 th at 11:00am and there is a suggested $5 donation for
participants. Richard’s Way Park in Sparks.
The Gratitude Dinner’s first meeting is going to be Thursday the June 21st at 5:30pm at Central Office.
Web master – Ollie K. I have been keeping up the schedules and adding events. I am also working on some new designs for the meeting schedules. Please e-mail all events to
NNIGWebmaster@gmail.com
ANNYPAA – Jordan F. & Amber W. The White Trash Olympics was a blast and we can’t wait to host the Old Timer’s Panel. Join us at the GSR Speaker Meeting at 7:00pm. That’s right after the
Founder’s Day Picnic at Richard’s Way Park, Sparks.
Carol B. Area 42 Chair – Introduced Corey D. Corey D. has offered to assist as an ASL (American Sign Language) interpreter for the Fall Round-Up. Corey is making himself available to assist at meetings
as an ASL interpreter. Please call Central Office to inquire about availability. Central Office 355-1151
Old Business
Old business was tabled due to the annual elections at this meeting.
New Business
NNIG Elections
Vice Chair, Paul E., moved that we vote Van D. in again as Chair of Northern Nevada Intergroup (NNIG). The motion was seconded by A.J.C. passed unanimously.
Treasurer - Dod. P is running for Treasurer again. Dod P. was appointed in January to fill out the previous treasurer’s term. Dod P. is eligible to run for the full 2 year term. There were no other
candidates. Paul E. moved that we vote Dod P. in by acclamation. The motion was seconded by Mary Pat and passed unanimously.
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Answering Service – Steve was not present. The chair / vice chair moved voting for Answering service election to next month. This office remains open.
CPC – Joel is our current chair. Joel is really enjoying his position and would like to keep the CPC commitment. Nominated by Leslie, Second by Bill vote unanimous.
Corrections – Steve W. says we are making progress with adoptions of centers. Would like to keep position. Paul E. moved that we vote in Steve by acclamation
Treatment – The position is open. Craig is will not be taking the commitment again. Corey has 165 days and would like to be the Treatment Chair. Corey would like to run. Michael D. would like to run
for the position and has less than the required sobriety time. Dan M. nominated Jordan who declined. Tina nominated Robert who also declined. A vote to waive the sobriety requirement for the
position was had and failed. Joey J. was nominated by Pete L. vote passed unanimously.
Bridging the Gap – Again, discussion was had pertaining to waiving the 2 year sobriety requirement. After a hand count the body declined to change the sobriety requirement. Mark C. is willing to take
the position. Paul E. made a motion to vote in Mark as BTG chair and the vote unanimously passed.
Speaker Chair – suggestion was made to waive the sobriety requirement. Voted on and declined. No chair was elected and the vote was tabled to the next NNIG meeting. Ted moved to table vote AJ
seconded. Minority opinion was raised that people need to step up and get into service. The vote was taken a second time and the vote was tabled to be taken at next month.
Sunshine committee – A.J.C would like to continue Paul E. moved that A.J.C. be voted in as Sunshine Committee Chair, George seconded, passed unanimously. This will be AJ’s first full year since he
was co-chair when Ed D. resigned.
Bracer Chair – Ted G. would like to continue serving NNIG. A.J.C. nominated Ted the motion was seconded by George and the body unanimously passed the motion.
Activities Chair – Dan M. would like to continue as the Activities Chair. Paul E. moved that we vote in by acclamation. Body voted and passed unanimously.
Web Master – Ollie will serve another year. Paul E: Voted in by acclamation.

NEW POSTIONS
Vice Chair – Danny S. nominated for Vice Chair by Dod P. Danny S is willing to serve. Currently involved in Central Office. Paul E. moved that we vote in by acclamation. Unanimous.
Secretary – Mary Pat nominated Tina O. Tina O. is willing to serve, and said that she is dedicated to her commitments. Paul E. moved that we vote Tina O. in by acclamation. The body voted and
passed unanimously.
Intergroup Representatives – Bill nominated Don T. / Dan M. nominated Stacey V. / Danny S. nominated David D. / Jordan would like to nominate Joseph S. / Dod P. nominated Mike B. After multiple
votes, Don T. and Stacey V. are our new Intergroup Representatives.
Public Information – Pete L. nominated Joseph P. Dan M. nominated Mike, Mike declined. Paul E. moved that we vote Joseph P. in by acclamation.
Your NNIG STEERING COMMITTEE:
Chair – Van D.
Vice Chair – Danny S.
Treasurer – Dod P.
Secretary – Tina O.
Intergroup Representatives – Stacy V. and Don T.
Central Office Manager – Leslie S.
NNIG CENTRAL SERVICE COMMITTEES
Activities Chair – Dan M.
Answering Service – Vote moved to July 3rd meeting
Public Information - Joseph P.
Cooperation with the Professional Committee – Joel B.
Sunshine Committee - A. J. C.
Bracer Committee – Ted G.
Speaker Committee - Vote moved to July 3rd meeting
BTG – CT: Mark C., Steve W., Joey J. The committee will elect their Treasurer and Literature chairperson.
Area 42 Liaison - Roger

Meeting closed -at 8:47 with the Responsibility Pledge.
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