
Tradition Three:  
The only requirement for AA  

membership is a desire to stop drinking.  
 
"For those who care to join in"  
   Submitted by: Rick M. Reno, NV 
  
Some of us regulars love our closing prayer and look forward to it at the end of 
our meetings. However, at many of the meetings I attend these days I hear ñWe 
will now close in the usual manner.ò  I think this wrongly assumes new people 
know what the ñusualò manner is or cares to participate. Especially for a new 
person who hates God or is unsure what they believe, the very last thing he/she 
wants to do is circle-up, hold hands and recite the Lordôs Prayer aloud! I know I 
was uncomfortable with this when I was new and have heard of people who 
have quit attending AA meetings due to this alone. Fortunately for me when I 
was new most meetings I attended would say, ñWe will now close the meeting 
with the Lordôs Prayer for those who care to join in.ò Just the use of this simple 
statement allowed me the choice of whether I cared to participate or not. 
  
 I think this follows our third tradition from 12 Steps and 12 Traditions, page 141 
ñWhy did we dare to say, contrary to the experience of society and government 
everywhere, that we would neither punish nor deprive any A.A. of membership 
that we must never compel anyone to pay anything, believe anything, or 
conform to anything? The answer, now seen in Tradition Three, was simplicity 
itself. At last experience taught us that to take away any alcoholic's full chance 
was sometimes to pronounce his death sentence, and often to condemn him to 
endless misery. Who dared to be judge, jury, and executioner of his own sick 
brother? 
  
I think ñclosing in the usual mannerò is compelling non-believing or non-Christian 
beginners to do something they may not be comfortable with. There is also 
some controversy within the AA community about the Lordôs Prayer being used 
to close meetings at all. Just Google "AA and  The Lordôs Prayer" to see some 
of the many discussions on this topic. Many religions donôt use the Lordôs Prayer 
and there are Atheist and Agnostic AA groups. Every AA group is autonomous 
and can decide within their own group how they wish to conduct their meeting, 
so for me the simple solution is the old phrase that seems to have become very 
rare in meetings these days, ñfor those who care to join in".  I believe this simple 
statement addresses all of these concerns in a way which follows our Traditions 
and gives the newcomer who is uncomfortable with the ñGod thingò a way to 
make their own decision without ñcompellingò them to do anything. I believe we 
should do everything possible to keep the new people coming back and to have 
their chance at recovery like I did.   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
436 S. Rock Blvd.,  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Monday thru Friday  
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

24 Hour Answering Service:  
(775) 355-1151 

Fax: (775) 355-1560 
EMAIL: officemanager@nnig.org 

Web Site/Meeting Schedule: nnig.org 

The Bracer:  nnigbracer@gmail.com 

 

GENERAL WARRANTIES OF THE 
NORTHERN NEVADA INTERGROUP 

ASSOCIATION OF ALCOHOLICS 

ANONYMOUS 
 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the 
spirit of AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup 
Association never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; 
that sufficient operating funds, plus a reserve be its prudent 
financial principal; that none of the Intergroup Association 
members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified 
authority over any of the others; that all important decision be 
reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that 
though the Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA 
Groups in the Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern 
California, it shall never perform any acts of government; and 
that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Intergroup 
Association itself will always remain democratic in thought and 
action. 
 
6ÐÌ ÈÉÚæÌ Ñá ÈËÈÛâÌË ÈØË ÖÚËÑÍÑÌË ÍßÚÖ 6ÐÌ !! 5ÌßæÑÊÌ 

.ÈØäÈÕ  ÈØË !! #Ú-&ÚäØËÌß "ÑÕÕ 9 á  6èÌÕæÌ #ÚØÊÌÛâá ÍÚß 
World Service; Concept XII, as adopted by the General Service 
Conference on April 26, 1962. This adaptation of copyrighted 
AA material has been approved by the General Service Board) 
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Service  
Concept Three:  
έ¢ƻ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ leadership, we 

should endow each element of 
A.A.-the Conference, the General 

Service Board and its service 
corporations, staffs, committees, 
and executives - with a traditional 

"Right of Decision." 
 

Unity  
Tradition Three:  
έ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ 
for A.A. membership is 

a desire to stop 
ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΦέ 

 

Recovery  
Step Three : 

άaŀŘŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ 
our will and our lives over 
to the care of God as we 

understood Him.έ 
 

Concept III - The Right of Decision 
The right of decision means that our A.A. trusted servants are to decide 
how they will interpret and apply their own authority and responsibility 
to each problem or situation as it arises. The Concept states that we 
have this right of decision at each level of service. That is to say that 
when we are elected to a service job, we are given the responsibility to 
both represent the body that elects us while also making our decisions 
based on what  we think is best for A.A. as a whole.   

Here are two situations calling for the representative to exercise this 
right of decision. 

First:  When presented with an agenda of topics the representative 
decides which of the topics to bring to the group or committee they 
represent.  We select the topics, sometimes out of a long list, that we 
think would be most pertinent to our group.   

Second: After taking our group's conscience, we then carry this to the 
next service level where we act as our group's representative.  Talking 
and listening to others outside our own group who have additional 
knowledge and information is always important. When a matter comes 
to a vote at this next level, it is important to consider both our group's 
viewpoint and to be open to voting independently of it.   By listening 
carefully at all levels we are able to make a more fully informed 
decision.  Additionally, after voting we may be presented with still 
another opinion that changes how we will vote.   We need always be 
ready to change a vote if there is good reason to do so.  

 If we vote differently from the conscience of the group we represent, it 
is important also that we return to our group to explain to them why we 
did so. 

I offer an example of right of decision from my own experience.  At the 
time that I was representing my home group at a service meeting as 
their representative. I was asked to take a matter to my group, which I 
did. When I returned to the next service meeting more information was 
presented. It changed my view on the topic and my vote was different 
from what my group had decided. At the next business meeting of my 
home group I explained why I voted as I did. Some members of my 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ  !ǎ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǿŜ 
must always make a fully informed decision based on what is best for 
A.A. as a whole.  As Concept III states, this is what makes us trusted 
servants rather than just group messengers.   
 
This is a 12 part series written by members of the 12 Concepts Study Group in Reno, 
Nevada.  Efforts were made to use simple, everyday language.  Each concept is written 
by an individual member of the group and is not necessarily the opinion of AA as a 
whole or NNIG.  We hope this series will help our community to understand the 
Concepts and bring interest to those wanting to know more about them. 

The Bracer is a monthly publication intended for members of Alcoholics Anonymous and their families only.  It is about, by and for members 
of the fellowship.  Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of A.A. as a whole or NNIG.  For article submissions or comments, 

email the Editor at nnigbracer@gmail.com 
Deadline for submission is the last Friday of the month. 

 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com
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N N I G  Events 

Other Area Events   
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For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

12  
Steps Up 
12 & 12 Meeting  

 

Thursday,  

5:30pm  

Upstairs 

Triangle Club 

W EDNESDAY 

BEGINNERS 

GROUP  
6:30  PM 

RAINBOW & 

COURT  

AA 
ANSWERING 

SERVICE 
NUMBERS 

Reno, Sparks, Carson City and all  of  
Northern Nevada: (775) 355-1151 
Las Vegas and all of Southern Nevada:   
(702) 598-1888 
Mammoth Lake: (760) 934-3434 
North Lake Tahoe: (530) 546-1126 
South Lake Tahoe: (530) 541-1243           
Susanville, CA: (530) 257-2880 

 

Dear Fellowship,  
 
2015 - 990 tax information was delivered to the CPA February 
24, 2015.  We reviewed all my annual reports and posting.  The 
2015 inventory numbers will be reviewed by their staff, should be 
completed by May 30, 2016. The CPA will file an extension. 
Birthday Club envelops are printed and ready, please pick them up 
at central office or at the monthly business meeting. Birthday Club 
members will be listed in the Bracer Newsletter monthly. 
We have a total of eleven Faithful Fivers signed up we need 
eighteen more to meet our 2016 budget goal of twenty-eight 
members. 
Special Thank to Mount Rose Recovery Room Group for the 
$332.00 donated to fill literature racks at resource centers in the 
Reno/Sparks area.  Resource Center Counseling Services of 
Nevada and The Counseling Center on Wrondel Way received 
pamphlets to date.  
The Steering Committee is hosting the March 5, 2016 Monthly 
Speaker at the Silver Legacy, Chuck V is the Speaker, please come 
out and support. 
 
 
Leslie S. - Your Central Office Executive Director 

 

 

Progress  
Not Perfection 

Tuesdays 
5:30 PM  

1095 East Taylor  
Street 

Back of the Building 
Upstairs  

Pyramid Way  

Discussion 

Group  

Needs your support! 

Thursday @ 7:00PM 

1900 First St., Sparks 

Our Savior 

Lutheran Church 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1095+E+Taylor+St,+Reno,+NV+89502/@39.5175791,-119.7961757,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x809940a14e028fc1:0xe34beae1ef6a18dc
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1095+E+Taylor+St,+Reno,+NV+89502/@39.5175791,-119.7961757,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x809940a14e028fc1:0xe34beae1ef6a18dc


Service Opportunities                                         Page 5 

   

District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2   Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 PM, 

                     Reno Triangle Club, 635 S. Wells Avenue, Reno 

DISTRICT 4   First Thursday of each month, 7:00 PM 

                      Reno Triangle Club, 635 S. Wells Avenue Reno 

DISTRICT 6   2
nd

 Sunday of even numbered months 

                      For information email district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months Call (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM 

                           680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Last Sunday Odd Numbered Months @ 10:00AM  

                  Rotating Group Locations ï Call  (775)403-0869 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM 

                         457 Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3
rd

 Tues of each ñOddò month at 6:00 PM - Contact DCM 

                         Next location is determined at each meeting 

DISTRICT 16    Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month Sparks Family 

                          Christian Church 510 Greenbrae Blvd 6:00PM-7:00PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20   First Saturday of every month 1:30 PM 

                 50 South Weatherlow, Susanville 

DISTRICT 22   Last Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM 433 Pyramid Way 
 

 

N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE  
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 6:45 PM 

Alano Club, 1640 Prater Way, Sparks 

 

N.N.I.G. SPEAKER MEETING  
Second Saturday of each month, 7:00 PM 

Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

 

N.N.I.G. H&I  
Last Thursday of each month, 5:15 PM 

Central Office 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

Submit this form or call Central Office to get on the list.  

12 STEP Volunteer Application Form 
 
 
Name:  ______________________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
 
Sobriety Date:  ________________________________   Gender:  Male ___  Female ____ 
 
Phone #  _______________________     Location/City:  __________________________________ 
 
Available:   Days:  ___________________________ 
 
  Times: ___________________________ 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Alano Club Sparks, 1640 Prater Way (775) 359-2727 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 
Susanville (530) 257-2880 

UPCOMING EVENT PLANNING MEETINGS 

Corned Beef and Cribbage meets every Friday, 
7pm, Central Office.  Event on March 19th doors 
open @ Noon. 
Founders Day Picnic ς June 11th 
Gratitude Dinner ς November 12th 
 

Serenity in the Sierra - meets the forth Sunday of 

the month, 2:00pm at the Triangle Club. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE FOR 
ELECTIONS JUNE 7, 2016  

 
POSITIONS    SOBRIETY REQUIRED  

Steering Committee  
CHAIRPERSON     5 Years  
VICE -CHAIR     5 Years  
SECRETARY      2 Years  

TREASURER     5 Years  
2-INTERGROUP REPS    2 Years  
 FOR STEERING COMMITTEE   
NNIG Chairpersons  

Activities Events - Chair    4 Years  
Answering Service - Chair    2 Years  
Bracer News Letter - Chair    2 Years  
Cooperation with the    2 Years  

 Professional Community - Chair  
Monthly Speaker Meeting - Chair   2 Years  
Public Information - Chair    2 Years  
Sunshi ne Committee - Chair   2 Years  

Web Site ð Chair     2 Years  
Pink Can, Literature  
Bridging the Gap - Chair    2 Years  

Corrections - Chair    2 Years  
Treatment ð Chair     2 Years  

 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
tel:%28775%29403-0869



