
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Twelve Days of Christmas  
On the First Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . the Gift of 

Sobriety  

On the Second Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Two Trusted 

Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Third Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Three Step 

Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Fourth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Four Books to 

Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Fifth Day of Christmas, Program gave to me. . . Five Gold Coins Four 

Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Sixth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Six Prayers A  

'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted 

Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Seventh Day of Christmas, t he Program gave to me. . . Seven 

Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A  'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read 

Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Eighth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Eight lessons 

Learni n' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A  'Praying Five Gold Coins Four 

Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Ninth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Nine Rides A  

'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A  'Praying 

Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends 

And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Tenth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Ten People 

Sharin' Nine Rides A  'Givin' Eight l essons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions 

Six Prayers A  'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings 

Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Eleventh Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Eleven Life 

Stories Ten Peop le Sharin' Nine Rides A  'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven 

Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A  'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read 

Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety  

On the Twelfth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .  Twelve 

Steps to Live By Eleven Life Stories Ten People Sharin' Nine Rides A  'Givin' Eight 

lessons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A  'Praying Five Gold 

Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift  

of Sobriety  
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CENTRAL OFFICE 
436 S. Rock Blvd.,  
Sparks, NV 89431 
Monday thru Friday  
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

24 Hour Answering Service:  
(775) 355-1151 

Fax: (775) 355-1560 
EMAIL: officemanager@nnig.org 

Web Site/Meeting Schedule: nnig.org 

 
GENERAL WARRANTIES OF THE 

NORTHERN NEVADA INTERGROUP 

ASSOCIATION OF ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the 
spirit of AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup 
Association never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; 
that sufficient operating funds, plus a reserve be its prudent 
financial principal; that none of the Intergroup Association 
members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified 
authority over any of the others; that all important decision be 
reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that 
though the Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA 
Groups in the Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern 
California, it shall never perform any acts of government; and 
that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Intergroup 
Association itself will always remain democratic in thought and 
action. 
 
(The abovÌ Ñá ÈËÈÛâÌË ÈØË ÖÚËÑÍÑÌË ÍßÚÖ 6ÐÌ !! 5ÌßæÑÊÌ 
.ÈØäÈÕ  ÈØË !! #Ú-&ÚäØËÌß "ÑÕÕ 9 á  6èÌÕæÌ #ÚØÊÌÛâá ÍÚß 
World Service; Concept XII, as adopted by the General Service 
Conference on April 26, 1962. This adaptation of copyrighted 
AA material has been approved by the General Service Board) 
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Prayer for the 12th Step:   
 

Reason, Season, And A Lifetime 
People come into your life for a reason, a season, or a lifetime.  

When you figure out which it is, you will know exactly what to do.  

Some people come into our lives and quickly go..  

Some people become friends and stay awhile...  

leaving beautiful footprints on our hearts...and we are never quite the same because we have m ade a good friend!!!  
 
May today there be peace  within you.  May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.  
May you not forget the infinite possibilities  that are born of faith.  May you use those gifts that you have received,  

and pass on the love that has been given to you.   May you be content knowing that you are a child of God.  
Let His presence settle into your bones,  and allow your soul the freedom to sing,  dance, and to bask in the sun.  
It is there for each and every one of you.    
 
 

Eq uilateral Triangle  
His sponsor taught him early on about the three legacies  

My sponsor taught me that Alcoholics Anonymous has three legacies: the who, the how and the why. 

They are called recovery, unity and service, and they are set like an equilateral triangle. Confused, like 

many a newcomer to AA, I thought, "Hey, I'm not drinking, I'm calling my sponsor on occasion, I'm 

making coffee for my Wednesday night home group meeting. What more do they expect me to do?"  

My sponsor showed me by taking me to one  of his AA responsibilities. He was the GSR for our meeting. 

I thought these guys were out of their minds. They were talking about "Tradition this," "policy that," 

"group findings."  

Seemed like a lot of conflict to me. I learned about something called Inte rgroup. I had no idea about it 

before then. On the ride home, my sponsor asked, "How'd you like the meeting?" I told him, "I don't 

know what they were talking about and I don't want any part of it." He said, "OK," and he left it at that.  

He and I continued  to work diligently together on laying the foundation of my sobriety by doing the Steps. As we went on, he 

explained more and more about the triangle. After his term as GSR concluded, I was nominated and elected as the next group 

representative.  

In that ro le, I was responsible for learning more about the Twelve Traditions. It wasn't long before it was me saying, "Tradition this, " 

"policy that," "group findings."  

At the service meetings, I heard members giving reports on something called the Twelve Concepts.  I talked with my sponsor again. 

He handed me yet another book. The AA Service Manual combined with the Twelve Concepts of World Service. As he had with the 

Traditions, he patiently explained that these were sometimes known as the "Secret Twelve," because no body ever talked about 

them! He told me, "This is a service manual, just like any other manual. You follow it just like you do the Twelve Steps and the 

Twelve Traditions. This is what keeps AA carrying the message."  

That was many years ago. I still follow the equilateral triangle. It was my sponsors who taught me this and now I try to pass this on 

to those whom I sponsor.   Eddie D., Lancaster, Calif. , Copyright, December , 2014 AA Grapevine Inc .  Reprinted with permission.   

  

Recovery  
Step Twelve : 

Having had a spiritual awakening as the 
result of these steps, we tried to carry this 
message to alcoholics, and to practice 
these principles in all our affairs. 

 

Unity  
Tradition Twelve:  

Anonymity is the spiritual 
foundation of all our Traditions, ever 
reminding us to place principles 
before personalities. 
 

Service  
Concept Twelve:  

General Warranties of the Conference: in all its proceedings, 
the General Service Conference shall observe 
the spirit of the A.A. Tradition, taking great care that the 
conference never becomes the seat of perilous 
wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds, plus an 
ample reserve, be its prudent financial principle; 
that none of the Conference Members shall ever be placed in 
a position of unqualified authority over any of 
the others; that all important decisions be reached by 
discussion vote and whenever possible, by substantial 
unanimity; that no Conference action ever be personally 
punitive or an incitement to public controversy; 
that though the Conference may act for the service of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never perform any acts 
of government; and that, like the Society of Alcoholics 
Anonymous which it serves, the Conference itself will 
always remain democratic in thought and action. 
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N N I G  Events  

Other Area Events  

2015 International Convention  

of Alcoholics Anonymous 

 
July 2-5, 2015 ï 

Atlanta, Georgia 
The 2015 International Convention of Alcoholics 

Anonymous will be held July 2 - 5, 2015 in Atlanta, 

Georgia with the theme "80 Years ï Happy, Joyous 

and Free."  A.A. members and guests from around 

the world will celebrate A.A.'s 80th year with Big 
Meetings held Friday night, Saturday night and 

Sunday morning in the Georgia Dome.  Other 

meetings, scheduled or informal, will take place 

throughout the weekend in the Georgia World 

Congress Center and local hotels.  
To view the Convention information in the 

registration brochure go to aa.org.  Registration 
brochures are available at your NNIG Central 

Office. We know you are excited about the 2015 

International Convention and eager for 

information.  This website will be updated as more 

information becomes available.  
We look forward to seeing you in Atlanta!  
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Frank loves his job. He just happens to be 

the hit -man for his Polish mob family in 

Buffalo, New York. But Frank's got a 

drinking problem and when he messes up 

a critical assignment that puts the family 

business in peril, his uncle sends him to 

San Francisco to clean up his act. Frank is 

not a touchy - feely kind of guy, but he 

starts going to AA meetings, gets a 

sponsor and a job at a mortuary where he 

falls for the tart - tongued Laurel, a woman 

who is dangerously devoid of boundaries. 

Itôs time for Rule #62 -  If a hit man for the 

mob can get so ber -  We all have a 

chanceééé 

 

For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

CENTRAL OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS 
The office will close @ Noon on Wednesday 
December 24th and will be closed on 
Thursday, December 25th for Christmas Day.  
The office will also be closed Wednesday, 
December 31st and Thursday January 1st, 
2015. 

NNIG wishes each and every one  
a very Merry Christmas  and  

Happy New Year!  
 

W EDNESDAY 
BEGINNERS 

GROUP  
6:30  PM 

RAINBOW & 
COURT  

RENVYPAA 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 

Reno Nevada Young 
Peoples AA Committee 

meets @ 6:00 PM the 2nd 
& 4th Sunday every 

month.  Triangle Club, 
upstairs. 

M&M Group Bill W. and Dr. Bob 
December 27th, 6:30 pm, 635 S. Wells Ave., Reno 

 

Bill W. and Dr. Bob,  
The Original Off-Broadway Play   
òA textured and truthful telling of AAõs story.  
The play sketches evocative portraits of two  
complex men without portraying either as  
an untarnished hero.ó Boston Globe  

 

²ƛǘƘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ƘƻǊǘ CƛƭƳΧ 
The True and Amazing Story of the Extraordinary  
Power that Restored Life to Men and women the  

World Had Giv en Up On!  

 

 

Santaõs Looking for Young People! 

 

Young People's Comedy Recovery 
Skit to be performed at the New 

Year's Gala.    
No line memorizing.  
If interested, contact  

Ari N.  775-240-4525 or  
Joseph B.  571-238-8256 

 

tel:775-240-4525
tel:571-238-8256


Service Opportunities                                         Page 5 

  

District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2   Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 PM, 

                     Reno Triangle Club, 635 S. Wells Avenue, Reno 

DISTRICT 4   First Thursday of each month, 7:00 PM 

                      Reno Triangle Club, 635 S. Wells Avenue Reno 
DISTRICT 6   2

nd
 Sunday of even numbered months 

                      For information email district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months Call (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM 

                           680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Last Sunday Odd Numbered Months @ 10:00AM  

                  Rotating Group Locations ï Call  (775)403-0869 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM 

                         457 Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3
rd

 Tues of each ñOddò month at 6:00 PM - Contact DCM 

                         Next location is determined at each meeting 

DISTRICT 16    Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month Sparks Family 

                          Christian Church 510 Greenbrae Blvd 6:00PM-7:00PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20   First Saturday of every month 1:30 PM 

                 50 South Weatherlow 

DISTRICT 22   Last Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM 433 Pyramid Way 
 

 

N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE  
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd, Sparks 

 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 7:00PM 

Reno Triangle Club, 635 S. Wells Ave. Reno 

 

N.N.I.G. SPEAKER MEETING  
Second Saturday of each month, 7:00 PM 

Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

 

N.N.I.G. H&I  
Last Thursday of each month, 5:15 PM 

Central Office 436 S. Rock Blvd Sparks 

NNIG Answering  Service   

TIME SLOTS NOW AVAILABLE.  Get into service today and take a time 

slot. Get your home groups involved and adopt a time slot. Call Central 

Office for available times and more information. 355-1151  

Submit this form or call Central Office to get on the list.  

12 STEP Volunteer Application Form 
 
 
Name:  ______________________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
 
Sobriety Date:  ________________________________   Gender:  Male ___  Female ____ 
 
Phone #  _______________________     Location/City:  __________________________________ 
 
Available:   Days:  ___________________________ 
 
  Times: ___________________________ 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Alano Club Sparks, 1640 Prater Way (775) 359-2727 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 
Susanville (530) 257-2880 

AA 
ANSWERING 

SERVICE 
NUMBERS 

Reno, Sparks, Carson City and all  of  
Northern Nevada: (775) 355-1151 
Las Vegas and all of Southern Nevada:   
(702) 598-1888 
Mammoth Lake: (760) 934-3434 
North Lake Tahoe: (530) 546-1126 
South Lake Tahoe: (530) 541-1243           
Susanville, CA: (530) 257-2880 

 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
tel:%28775%29403-0869
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The Underlined Parts  
An AA 
discusses 
what a 
"spiritual" 
solution 
means to him  

I got sober in 1988, in 

Atlanta, Georgia. It was a 

frightening and disconcerting time for me. Back then and in that place, 

it seemed to me that fundamentalist Christians dominated meetings. 

And I was told, regularly, that if I didn't come to believe in God that 

my sobrie ty would be short - lived.  

I heard that over and over again. "Believe, or drink again."  

I knew that couldn't be the case; but I lacked the wisdom to articulate 

to myself just exactly why that couldn't be the case.  

In those early days, I was counseled by my s ponsor to just ignore all 

the religious invocations. But even my sponsor didn't really believe in 

his heart that AA was for atheists, even though Bill W. had been 

insistent that atheists could find help in AA as much as anyone else.  

I couldn't help but not ice that the Big Book was saturated with 

religious narrative: God this, God that, and God the other thing. Bill W. 

was himself a religious man. So it was only natural that his writing 

would reflect those beliefs.  

Much to Bill's credit, he was insistent tha t AA be available to the 

agnostic and the atheist, as well as to the majority who were religious.  

He was so insistent upon this point that, in the end, the words "as we 

understood Him" became the only words in all of AA literature that 

were underlined.  

Why  were these words underlined? To emphasize that the non -

religious alcoholic could have a Higher Power that did not grow out of 

religious doctrine. The atheist could, for instance, embrace the power 

of reason as his Higher Power ð after all, he spent his en tire drinking 

and drunk life forsaking reason in favor of behaviors driven by urges 

and whims.  

When I finally was forced to stop drinking, I came to realize that my 

own personal downward elevator of drunkenness was a pure exercise 

in "self -will run riot." That is, my decisions and actions were nearly 

devoid of reason. I used my feelings as my guide to action and that 

drove me, predictably, into the abyss.  

I arrived at AA an unprincipled alcoholic, confronting what turned out 

to be a program of principles. ( Oh, the irony of it all.)  

And principles were things that could be dealt with only if I were to 

adopt reason as the basis for making decisions, as the basis for 

thinking, as my guide to action.  

I discovered that woven into the Steps were principles -- spirit ual 

principles, which amounted to statements of virtue that I could 

incorporate into my life (in place of urges & whims); I could integrate 

these principles on a daily basis in all my affairs.  

Honesty, for instance, was one of those spiritual principles. A nd 

honesty was one of the principles that I could integrate into my life, in 

all my affairs.  

But in order to succeed at adopting the spiritual principles, I found that 

I would have to embrace reason as my guide for thinking and 

deciding. I had abandoned re ason as utterly and completely as any 

drunk could. And now, in order to recover, I would have to reconsider; 

I would have to adopt reason as the guidelines for going forward.  

We are told over and over that alcoholism is not a moral issue. But, 

recovery fro m alcoholism absolutely depends upon adopting certain 

moral principles, namely: the spiritual principles of the Steps.  

I would have to ask in any situation: does my decision comport with 

the spiritual principles, or not? If my decision aligned with the spi ritual 

principles of the steps, then my decision was said to be: "the next 

right thing."  

It was only the Power of Reason that allowed me this gift of figuring 

out what the "next right thing" was in any situation. Without the Power 

of Reason, I was at the m ercy of pure chance, or at the mercy of my 

urges and whims and impulses. Reason had been the missing Power in 

my life all those drunk years.  

And that discovery explained to me perfectly what everyone was 

talking about when they told me that alcoholism is a  disease with a 

Spiritual Solution.  

What, after all, do we mean by "Spiritual Solution?"  

Well, it is contrasted with physical solutions such as medicine, surgery, 

PT. 

A "spiritual" solution is one directed at our consciousness, not at our 

muscles, not at our kidneys, not at our brain, not at any bodily organ.  

But how do we treat a consciousness? Well, we subject it to principles. 

A "spiritual solution" is a solution that is an appeal to the 

consciousness, an appeal to our conscience, an appeal to our moral  

values, an attempt to change our own minds.  

And AA provides us with a system of principles, which when integrated 

as a way of life, brings recovery to us suffering alcoholics. The daily 

systematic implementation of AA's principles brings about the famous 

"personality change" that we hear so much about; it addresses the 

mental obsession that remains after the compulsion to drink has left 

us; and the entire AA program is about addressing that mental 

obsession.  

That is how this entire program is a "spiritual solution" to our problem.  

The Big Book describes our "personality change" as "a vast change in 

feeling and outlook." And the essence of that outlook is that we no 

longer are obsessed with alcohol.  

But in order for that "vast change in feeling and outlook" to be 

maintained, we have to maintain it ð we have to do "the next right 

thing" every day; we have to be sure that we are integrating the 

spiritual moral principles of the Twelve Steps into our lives on a daily 

basis and in all our affairs.  

That's what "ma intenance of our spiritual condition" means! The "daily 

reprieve" is all about embracing the spiritual principles as a way of life.  

So it turns out that maintaining our "spiritual condition" does not 

require us to engage in religious incantations. Religion  in AA is 

optional.  

When Bill W. insisted that "as we understood Him" be underlined, he 

was telling us that our Higher Power did not have to be the religious 

notion of a big consciousness without a body; he was telling us that 

our Higher Power did not have  to entail pretending to believe in a 

mystical, supernatural realm.  

Maintaining our "spiritual condition" primarily requires us to use our 

conscious reason to drive our actions, to make sure that each of our 

decisions is aligned with the Principles woven i nto the Twelve Steps.  

ðRon H., Buxton, Maine   

Copyright, August, 2014 AA Grapevine Inc . Reprinted with permission.   


